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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


kor the Repertory, 
‘ustrations of obscure and difficult passages of 
Scripture, 
{Contanued trom page 37 | 
16. ** And it came to pass after 
these things, that God did tempt A- 
braham.’’—Gen. xxi. 1. 
The word treme? has come to as- 
sume a somewhat altered signitica- 


fon, since the times in which our 
° ‘ 
version of the Scriptures was made. | 


the verb ta this passage signites to 
prove, and, accordingly, is so render- 
ed in other English translations. 

17. ** And Jacob said, sell me this 
day thy birth-rght. 

* And Esau said, behold, | am at 
the point to die ; and what profit 
shall this birth-right do me ? 

* And Jacob said, swear to me this 
day; and he sware unto him: and 
he sold lus birth-vight unto Jacob. 

“* Then Jacob gave unto Esau , 
bread, and pottage of lentiles ; and 
he did eat and drmk, and rose up 
and went bis way; thus Esau des- 
pised his birth-right.’’——Genesis, 
Kxv. 31-34. 

As it does not appear that Jacob | 
inherited a double portion of Isaac’s | 
substance, itis probable that this was 
not meant by the birth-right. Butit 





included the special blessings cove- 
nanted to Abraham and his seed ; not 
only in respect of the land of Ca- 
naan, but also in respect of Christ 
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and fis salvation. These blessings, 
Jacob, as a belhever, supremely Va- 
lued ; but unbeheving Esau despised 
them. It cannot be conceived that 
sau was dying with hunger in Isaac's 
house: nor would the transaction 
have been so severely condemned 
halit been so. The words signify, 
‘lam going towards death ;’ and he 
seems to have meant, * I shall never 
live to inherit Canaan, or any of 
these future supposed blessings ; 
and what signifies it who has them 
wheu lam dead and gone? This 
was the language of protaneness, for 
which the Apostle condemns him, 
aida contempt indeed of the birth- 
right, which the historian notes with 


| decided censure.—sScvtt in loc, 


16. ‘* And the water was spent in 
the bottle, and she cast the child un- 


'' der one ofthe shrubs.’ Gen. xxi. 15. 


The expression, she cast the child, 
in this passage, would represent Ish- 
mael to be of a tenderer age than 
the preceding narration authorizes 
us to consider him, when dismissed 
with his mother from Abraham’s 
house, At Isaac’s birth, Ishmae) 
was thirteen years old; but he was 
not dismissed until after Isaac was 
weaned ; which, from the subsequent 
practice of the Jews, is thought not 
to have taken place until he was 





three years of age. At the time of 


‘his departure, therefore, Ishmael 
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66 Bllustrations of obscure and difficult 


was about sixteen years of age. It}, 


would better accord with the sense 
of the passage, to understand it, and 
she sent the lad under one of the 
shrubs, &c. and with this the Hebrew 


ner aie 
agree s. i 


17. “ Then Abraham gave up the 
ghost, and died in a good old age, an 


old man and full of years; and was | 


gathered to his people.” Genesis, 


xxv. 8. 


‘ Abraham gave up the ghost.’-—The | 
original simply means, and Abraham | 


expired ; a different phraseology be- 
ing employed by the Evangelist, who 
describes the death of the Saviour : 
which literally means, gud he ooe 
up his spirit, ‘(se e Matt. xxvin. 50. 

‘And was gathered wuto his ae 
ple. — This expression seems to re- 
fer to the soul, 
for some of whom this is used were 
buried at a great distance from the 
others. It decides nothing of the 
state of those of whom it is used, 
but may be taken as a distinet recog- 
nition of the immortality of the soul, 
by the inspired writer, and those 
for whom his writings were immedi- 
ately intended. 

18. ** And he said, 
came with subtlety, 
away thy blessing.”’ 


Thy brother 
and hath taken | 
Gen. xxvii. 35. 


In the transaction related in this. 


chapter, the conduct of Rebekah | 
and Jacob is not only inexcusable, | 
but highly profine and impious. The 
grossest deception and falsehood 
were practised, in order to secure a | 
spiritual blessing!) But was not the 
imposition successful ? [It may be || 
said, in reply, that the blessing which 
had previously been declared to be- 
long to Jacob, was not procured by 
meuns of the imposition, but was mer- 
ciftlly conferred, notwithstanding the 
wickedness of Jacob and Rebekah. 
God would certainly have secured it 
te Jacob, unattended, doubtless, with 
many of the calamities and sufferings 
which befell him, had he reterred 
the whole direction of it to him. It 


and not to the body; 


passages of Scripture UC TOBER. 
ts evident that Isaac acted in the 
whole transaction, by the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, and not from mere 


| natural affection, or his own unas- 


sisted judgment. 

The sacred historians, in record- 
ing events, are often silent as to the 
imoral cheracter ot the conduct, both 
iofthe bad and of the good ; which we 
‘must try by the precepts of divine 
| revelation. 
| 19. * And the man [Jacob] in- 

creased exceedingly, and bad much 
leattle, and maid-servants and men- 
servants, and camels, 

Taken in connexion with the pre- 

ceding events of the chapter. Gen- 

esis, XXV. 45. 

Jacoh’s conduct in these transac- 
actions has commonly been consider- 
ed as an instance of his policy and 
Inanagement, and has by some been 
objected to, and by others vindicated 
and commended. But assuch means 
would not generally produce similar 
effects, it is more reasonable to sup- 
pose that he was directed by some 
| divine intimation, and rendered suc- 
cesstul, if not by adirect miracle, yet 
at least by the Lord’s giving a new 
pane uncommon bias to the tendency 

of natural causes.——Scott in loc. 

0. ** This is that Anah that found 
‘the mules in the wilderness, as he 
‘fod the asses of Zibeon his father.” 
(ren. XXXvi. 4, 
| found, &c, This passage is parts- 
cularly difficult, as the w ord transla- 
ted mules, occurs in no other place ; 
and many conjectures have been 
formed what it was that An veh found ; 

“among which, the more general has 

‘been, that in keeping asses, he dis- 

covered the method of breeding 

mules, either by accident or contri- 
vance.—1, 

21. © And these are the kings that 
reigned ia the land of Edom before 
there reigned any king over the chil- 
dren of Israel.’ Gen. xxxvi. 31. 

As the Scriptures were compiled 
by Ezra, after the return of the 


and asses’ ’— 


———— Fr 


| 





| 


| 











Tews from their Rabylomsh c iptivi 


tv.it 18 a general opinion that this 


verse and all Chat tollows, to the Sth 
inclusive. were im-erted try hun in 
the OTerityad iy written by Vioses 
or iutroduced by soi 
prophets, from tire 
( hron. 
pose that the cliuse / re they 


rei: 


qione the people of israel we Com 
mencement Of Which taey reter to 
oe And the tiunme was over all 
Me lace oF iae ea th, '&ec. Cienesis, 
‘ie 


all the face of that (or the) hindva.e. 


Che origina should be translated | 


of Reypt, as is explamed at the end | 


ofthe same verse. It appears, like- 
wise, that a general drought had ta- 


ken pl ice throughout Canaan, anid | 


all the contiguous countries. See also 
ch. xiv. 15, 14, 15.—Cl. tn Loe. 


23. ** And Joseph said unto then, 


That is it that PE spake unto you, say- | 


ing, ve are spres.”-—Gen. xlu. TA. 
Joseph’s excellent ( bhaarrane ter will 

not allow us to suppose that, in the 

austerity of his deportment, and the 


severity Which he exercised towards |} 


his brethren on this occasion, he 
was influenced etther by pride. or 
vindictive motives. [lis reasons tor 
this conduct appear to have been, 
first. To possess himselt of per- 
fect information respecting the state 
of his father’s faintly. Under the co- 
lour of suspecting the object of their 


visit, he took occasion to address to | 


his brethren the most particular in- 
quiries on this subject. 

Secondly. Betore their restoration 
to his favour, he saw it necessary to 
ascertain their sentiments towards 
his brother Benjamin ; and whether 
their crue! treatment of himself had 
awakened in their breasts any com- 
punctious feelings. His conduct 


was adimirably suited to apewer these 
purposes ; and, 





| 
| 


' 





NATAPLERS t 


Purdly. Joseph evidently itend- 
ed to exercise towards his ten breth- 
rena salutary discipline —by excit- 
there tilial at. 


by directing 


ing, ia a hich degree, 
fection tor their tather 
theirattention to their atrocious cru 
‘tiv towards tarnse it, ws the procur- 
logy cause of thew present Calamut 
by efiectually taming their proud 


| 
ind envious spirits, preparatory to 


of browselt to then. In 


il this there as no dou bat he act 
ed tyy aay am linmqtion as weare 
rapre | informed trait he s.ivy in 


the events, the manifest a ‘complish 
unfo om the land of 
( anmaan., . 

24. \nd now thy two. sons, 
Minisseb and Ephraim, which were 
born unto thee mm the land of Leypt, 
betore Leame unto thee mto Egy pt, 
ire mine: as heuben and Simeon 
they shall be mine.’’—tien. xivin. 

This declaration ot Jacob is to be 
regarded asa prophecy sabsequently 
accomplished io the rapid and ou- 
merous increase of the descendants 
of these two individuals, and the rank 
Which they took among the tribes ot 
Israel; bemg, in this respeet, advan 
ced to an equality with the twelye 
SOUS ot Jacob 


For the Kepertory 


Messrs. Evtrons,—The same di 
vine economy by which the salvation 
of bellevers is connected with the 
preaching of the gospel, likewise 


| pros ides that this means of salvation 


shall, in all ordinary cases, be ethica- 
cious in proportion to the fidelity, 
skill, and ability with which the sa- 
cred function is discharged. From 


the earliest history of the kingdoin of 
God on earth, to the present pertod, 


its interests have been advanced, 
whether in its foundation, revival, 
or extension, by a human tnstrumen- 
tality ; and the qualifications of its 
ministers, in nearly or quite every 
instance, have been proportioned to 
the importance of the good which 
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they have been employed to effect. 
But the most essential of these are of 
amoral and spiritual character. The 
qualifications of Moses and Aaron, 
both acquired and supernatural, were 
of an eminent order ; 
cess of their ministrations depended 
less on the possession of these qualt- 
fications, than onthe proper applica- 
tion of them. The same remarks, 
and especially the latter, can be 
made of Samuel, of David, and of all 
the subsequent prophets. These 
ministers of religion possessed, in 
many instances, eminent original and 
acquired qualifications for their res- 
pective offices ; and, in every in- 
stance, were furnished with super- 
nitural endowments which supplied 
any tbsence or deficiency of others 
that might happen to exist. It hard- 
ly becomes us to attempt to specify 
the particular qualifications on which 
the successful exercise of their minis- 
try most depended ; or of the many 
which Divine Providence saw fit to 
confer, to exclide any from their ap- 
propriate share in the results to 
which they jointly conspired. But 
in this conclusion we are certainly 
warranted, by all the examples ad- 
verted to, that Adelity in the imme- 
diate discharge of their functions, and 
consequently, those moral and spir- 
itual dispositions and principles which 
Jacl the foundation of this fidelity, 
were indispensable to their success ; 
a conclusion which, perhaps, 
universally hold good of no other or- 
der of ministerial qualifica'ions. 
Hence, the moral dispositions, and 
those habits and traits of character 
into the formation of which these dis- 
pos tions chiefly enter, are emphati- 
cally specifie 1 in every enumeration 
of ministerial qualifications furnished 
in the New-Testament. And let the 
character of the most eminent and 
useful christian ministers be careful- 
ly analysed, and it will be soon found, 
that nearly a'l the qualities which 
establish their claim to a just dis- 


Thoughts on the Ministry, and Sketches of Clerical characters 


but the snc-/) 


will 


a 


OCTOBER, 


| tinction, and contribute most to their 


usefulness, are of this class. Luther, 
without his prety, his habit of pray- 


er. his love of God, and charity for 
‘man, would have exhibited neither 


diligence, nor the 
‘strength of character, in any on 
point, which rank him among the 
‘greatest of reformers, ana the most, 
juseful ministers of the Chistian 
‘church. 
_ Were it to my purpose, it could 
be easily shown, that orthodoxy in 
the faith, uprightness ‘of practice, 
‘extensive acquirements in theologi- 
‘cal learning, wisdom in devising 
plans of usefulness, and persever- 
ance, promptitude, and skill in car- 
\rying them into eflect, together with 
the most impressive eloquence, in 
| writing and utterance, can be di- 
‘rectly traced in a vast majority of 
the most signal examples, to the grace 
of the Holy Spirit reigning in the 
soul, and invigorating the whole in- 
tellectual frame. Were this grace 
more earnestly sought by the minis- 
ters of the church, and by their con- 
gregations in their behalf, their cha- 
racters would soon acquire an eleva 
tion and a lustre, and their ministra 
tions an influence and efficacy, bith- 
erto unknown. 

Let not this remark be understood 
_as detracting fromthe just estimation 
in which the ministerial character of 
many of our clergy is held. There 
are examples of judicious zeal, pa- 
thetic eloquence, an orthodox faith, 
commendable prudence, extensive 
literary acquirements, and a faithful 
and profitable discharge of pastoral 
duties, in our own church, which de- 
mand our gratitude, and more than 
any other single circumstance, raise 
our hopes of her future advancement. 
And these examples of ministerial 
excellence are beginning to develope 
themselves, with more frequency 
than formerly, in the character of the 
younger designates of the sacred office. 


the zeal, the 











Another encouraging circumstance; 








1821. Phoughtson the Ministry, anc 
which can hardly have escaped the 
observation of the watchful expect- 
ant of our church's prosperity, on 
both sides of the Atlantic, 1s the very 
rapid and inportant improvements 


} 
i 
; 


Which, through a supply of the grace 


i? 
| 


i Sketches of Cierical characters. 69 
ties, as must lead directly to the ac- 
juisition ot more knowledge and 
more skillin every thing relating to 
their proper pertormance, 


| 
} ( 
| 

| ‘These remarks have been induced 


'partly by what | have always eonsid- 


of Gro !oan | their own exertions, ma- | ere dia fault in most of the lessons 
ny of our clerzy have exhibited inj) which are given to candidates for 
their most) important qu intications | orucrs, and young clergymen, on the 


for ministerial usefulness, even sub 
sequently to their entrance on the 
Sat red WOTRK. 

Not afew have exhibitedclearly the 
evidence ofa radical change of chara 


ter, effected some months or years 
after their deceitiul hearts or misguid- | 
ed judgments had profanely obtruded | 
them into the holiest ot ofhcees. Some, 
und itis to be regretted that the in- 
stances are tew, who had com- | 
menced the work with a slender and | 
inadequate stock of theological and | 
other useful learning, have reparred 
the deficiency by their future dili 

gence, amidst the necessary and ale | 
most constant interruptions of their 
official avocations. Many have cor- 
rected the faults of their utterance, 
and all have it in their power to im- 
prove themselves in this respect, 
without the absolute loss of any of 
their precious time, or its diversion | 
from more important duties. — But 
the amplest field of improvement to 
ministers, lies precisely where it 
should be their duty and perpetual 
aim to point the footsteps of their 
flocks—-in the acquirement of holi- 
ness of heart, and the formation and | 
strengthening of habits of self-denial, 
deep spiritual communien with God, 
of faith, patience, meekness, purity, 
sincerity. The clergymin who ex- 
hibits a daily growth in piety, mani- 
festing itself in these fruits, can hard- 
ly fail to be highly useful, whatever 
may be his endowments in other 
respects. Nor will his other quali- 
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=) 
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—— 


f ted ? 


| puprove ment of their minds, and the 
manner of discharging the duties of 
! The ba- 


ithe paris! 
isis of ministerial excellence in gene- 


rand the pulpat. 
ral, us admitted to consist in sincere 
and fervent piety. 
jtise ever writle 


And tin no trea- 
‘onthe subject, per- 
haps, has this important truth been 
entirely suppressed. But I greatly 
err, it this prety ought not to be in- 
culcated as the living and permanent 
principle of every truly useful and 
excellent ministerial qualitication, in 
1 mean not that it shall 
supersede, but lay the foundation, 
indsecure the cultivation, of what- 
ever useful acquirement, whether of 
the understanding or of the heart, 
can be pressed into the service of 
the sanctuary. ‘Thus, in the driest 
and mostabstruse branches of litera- 
ture and science, which aclereyman 
ought to cultivate, what should hin 
der his faith and love, and the holiest 
aspirations of his heart, not only from 
supplying the motive to his diligence, 
but fixing their oOWn impression on 
every new idea he acquires, and 
turning it over to that store of intel- 
‘lectual riches by which even his 


pa riicular. 











1} . * ° ° 
piety is strengthened and invigora- 


It is unquestionable, that the 
decent gravity of deportment which 
not only so well becomes, but is a 
kind of indispensable requisite of the 
christian minister, can only be ac- 
quired by long-continued, and inti- 
‘mate intercourse with God. And 
'whence are all the wayward passions, 





fications be likely to remain stationa- 
ry. His growth in grace itself im- 
plies sucha fixed and watchful habit 
of attention both to the matter and 


and propensities of our corrupt na- 
ture, which, if left in action, would 


- oppose an impassable barrter to min- 
| isterial usefulness, to be correctedand 


manner of his public and private du-" subdued except by a direct supply of 
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grace from on high ! ? 
tion of the will and the exertions of 
the individual, are, of course, sup- 

osed. Butbis own exertions, un- 
assisted by a higher and holier agen- 
cy, could effect nothing : certainly 
nothing more than a plausible and 
superficial correction of the evil-, 
while their root retained thetr vig- 


our, and struck in some new direc- | 


tion, still deeper in his constitution. 


Even Cicero taught that the basis: 


of all pathetic eloquence must be laid 
in the moral qualities of the heart. 
But, what cultivation of these quah- 
ties so effectual, what sentiments so 
capable of sublimating the concep- 
tions, and ameliorating the heart, as 
those which genuine, evangelical pr- | 
ety supplies? Hence, other things 


being equal in two preachers of the | 


gospel, he is always the most elo- 
quent in whose heart divine grace 
hus wrought the deepest, and whose 
mind is most richly imbued with its 
influence. 
add, that he 
profitable labourer inthe church. 

In ordinary times, God commits 


the prosperity of his kingdom in the 
' 


world, to the fidelity of his ministers ! | 


Well may they tremble. And can 
they be faithful, while neglecting to 
secure and to pursue every advan- 
tage within their reach? Among 
these, certainly, their personal qual- 
ifications rank first. 

Happy would it be fora large num- 
ber of my clerical brethren, and hap- 
py for their congregations, could 
they enter seriously into this senti- | 
ment, and make their own personal , 
improvement, both as pastors, as 
preachers, and as christians, a matter 
of immediate and lively interest. 

I am assured, Messrs. Editors, that 
though clergymen, you will not, in 
your editorial capacity, be so wget 
ted by U’ esprit du corps elerigu?, 
to exclude fr om your columns a few 
slight Sketches of Character, merely | 
because, in order to be just, and to 
compass their end, they are obliged 


Thoughts on the Ministry, and Sketches of Clerieal characters. 


The co- -opera- | 


And it is superiuous to |! 
is likewise the most, 





oc TODER, 


to allude to the tmperfections of your 
own order. They have not been 
brought to the dimensions and torin 
in Wich they are now presenied, by 





jthe strokes of a censorious or by- 
per-critical pen; and contain po 
shades which the originals Go not 


{ 


plainly exh ibit every day, cer- 
iainly every week, of “their lives. 
Jfear, is there much danger 
Of these sketches 
in them their own 
likenesses. Lhe unatlected hu:muilt- 
ty of will, perhaps, disstiade 
i them from appropriating the furer 
i features of the picture, to which 
|their characters entitle them: and, 
that wood opinion whieh all are dts- 
1 posed to cherish of themselves, wiih 
| a perimacity proportioned to their 
| unpertections, will shut out from oth- 
ers the images of their faults, which 
the sketches were expressly intend- 
| ed to reflect to their view. Sty 
{clerical friends, to the number of 
more than twenty, whose character- 
| istics are the subject of the following 
| sketches, have long admitted me to 
I their society on a footing of the most 
;uureserved familiarity.  Henee, I 
hope Lamnot whoily ignorant of the 
_ground-work of their characters, and 
lshall be less likely to err in attribut- 
ing to their real motives and causes, 
the several particulars of their pnub- 
| tc mtistrations, to which I shall now 
}direct and contine my remarks. 
| Phey all possess, I think { may ven- 
tare to say, something above medio- 
| crity of tuent ; and, whatever may 
ibe my own opinion of their merits, 
t they all have not only their fia. 
i but their admirers. 1 am therefore 
disposed to proceed with caution ; 
and, in order to avoid error, or com- 
init it on the side of charity, shall 
touch only onthe more general fea- 
iures of their characters, about 
which it is hardly possibie to mis- 
| judge. 


j more 


ll lest the suiyects 


j ! 
shoula recognise 


some 

















| | The Sketches will be given in subsequent 
numders. | 
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On Divine lofuesce, 


From the London Fvangelical Marazine, 


It appears evident from the unit- 
and the 
concurring experence ob all the 
children of God, that it is simply and 
entirely owing to the Holy Spirit's 
‘taking of (he things of Jesus and 
showing thea’? 


ed testimony of scripture, 


to their souls. that 
they have been and are instructed 
mm the trathasat man Jesus :? and 
made recinents of these divine do 

trines, and spirttual blessings which 
the word of God reves Iss suc h as, 
conviction of sin; the mtinite etheacy 
of Christ's blood and atonement to 
salisty the divine justice ; their need 
of a particular, personal, and constant 
appheation of that blood to thet 
conscences ; 
mothe heart, through the power of 


the Holy Ghost ; 


the subjugation of sin 


the discerning of 


On Divine Influenee. 71 


| Emmaus, (Luke, xxiv. 45.) ** Then 


ithe latter, 


opened he their understandings, that 
they might understand the serip- 
tures, 

lt as one thine to open the scrip. 
tures themselves, and another to open 
the understanding to receave them, 
Lhe Spire of Christ alone can do 


The opening ot the mind 


cand heart effectual lv to receive the 


truths of God, ts his peculiar prero- 
cative and office. Lhe passages 
above quoted (with many others that 

neht be adduced.) clearly prove 
the indispensable necessity of divine 
iMummation, in order to enable any 


undividual to understend and receive 


'} 


that doctrine whichis connected with 
the salvation of the soul. If the 


iposties, who were so eminently 


blessed as to enjoy the personal in- 
-struction of Jehovah-Jesus, remamed 


the purty and spirituality of God's | 


law ; their utter inability to tultil 

holy requirements ; the complete sa- 
tistaction which Christ has made to 
that law ; 


the 1inputation of Christ’s righteous- 


ness; their justification betore God, | 


and (as an evidence thereof) thetr | 
being sealed by the Sperct of sanctifi- | 
eatiop and holiness, as an earnest and 
a pledge oft their tinal vloritieation. 
Now, without the Holy Spirit's il- 
lumination, and application of these || 
truths of scripture to the soul of man, 
not an individual of the human race 
could arrive at a saving knowledge | 
of thein, or possess true faith in 
Christ. Hence, our Lord, speaking 
ot the Spirit’s application of his word | 
to the souls of his children, Says, | 
‘He shali glorify me, for he shall! 
receive of mine, and shall show it! 
unto you.” John, xvi. 14. The | 
Holy Ghost doth not teach any new 
doctrine : . 


the consequent deliver- } 
ance of every believer from the | 
guilt and condemnation thereof; by | 


| 
{ 


iwnorant of him as the Messiah, and 
consequently unacquanted with the 
othees, character, and conduct which 
he was to sustain as such, till their 
eyes were enlightened by his divine 
power, to see and acknowledge him 
as that Saviour of men that should 


‘come into the world, how can any 


i 
! 


| 


| 


other individnal expect to arrive at 
‘* a knowledge of the truth as tt is in 
Jesus,’ without the same exertion ot 
almighty power ? 

The apostle Paul also, speaking on 
this subject, in his Ist Epistle to the 
Corinthians, chap. . ver. 14. says, 


“** God hath revealed them unto us by 


his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all 
‘things, yea, the deep things of God.” 

Again, in the 12th and 13th verses, 
he declares what a Spirit they had 
rec eived, viz. * The Spirit which is 
of God ;” and of what use that Spirit 
is unto them, i.e. it teacheth them 
to ** know the things which are free- 
ty given them of God ;” clearly inti- 


‘mating that the Holy Ghost showeth 
but imprints revealed | bis people both what God is, and what 


truth upon the understanding of | the things of God are, by enlighten- 


every believe 


that of the disciples journeying to | that grace and goodness of God which 


r, as our Lord did on | ing them with the knowledge of 
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‘the manifestation of the Spirit: was 


792 On Divine 


jis discovered inthe gospel; through 
which they know both divine mys- 


teries, and divine mercies; what} 


@od hath done for them, and what 


he hath wrought in them; thereby 


clearly evineing, that his instruction 
does not contine itself to a mere dis- 
covery of certain truths to the under- 
standing, but includes a powerlul 
impression, or experimental commu- 
nication of them to the heart, which 
is the grand object and ultimate de- 
sign of divine teaching. 

“The promise of the Spirit is one | 
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influence. OCTOBER, 
‘and teacher as well as sanctifier of 
his church. 

If he teacheth not within, the 
tongue of the teacher laboureth ex- 
ternally in vain. In a congregation, 
how many hear the voice of the 
'preacher ; but with what different 
apprehensions, afiections, and reso- 
lutions respecting it! What reason 
can be assigned for this? The word 
‘is one and the same, but to some it 
| proves, as the apostle declares, ‘a 
‘savour of death unto death; to 
‘others, ** a savour of life unto life.” 





of the peculiar features of the Old) The reason of this difference can 


‘Testament prophecies, and the out- 
pouring thereof, the distinguishing 
characteristic of the New. Not that 


wholly withheld from the church of 
God under the former; but this di- 
vine light shone more bright and 
clear under the latter, as a fulfilment 
of the many gracious pronuses made 
respecting the display of his grace in 
the latter days of the church, and ac- 
cording to our Lord’s promise to the 
disciples, that he would send the 
Comforter, the floly Ghost, unto 
them. ‘* But the Comforter, which 
is the Hloly Ghost, whom the Father 
willsend in my name, He shall teach 


alone be referred to the inward 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, as it 
|respects the latter ; and to his leay- 
‘ing the former to their own obstinacy 
‘and blindness, to pervert all they 
‘hear to their own destruction, as St. 
| Peter expresses it, (2 Epis. ui. 16.) 
proving, in a most awful manner, 
(how dreadfully sin has ravaged all 
‘the powers and faculties of the sou! 
‘of man, induced him to love dark- 
Hness rather than light, and choose 
jevil in preference to good ; not as 
isuch, but, being destitute of spiritual 
‘light and spiritual life, he knows not 
|God, nor desires the knowledge of 
‘hiswordor ways. Again, he brings 





you all things, and bring all things to 


your remetmbrance, whatseever 1} children. 


’ 


all things to the remembrance of his 
This is one of his most 


have said unto you.”’ John, xiv. 20. |! eeacious offices, by which he com- 


This passage clearly detines the of- 
fice of the Holy Ghost, his divine 
yower, and the purposes tor which 
Z was manitested to his church. 
First, his ofhce, the Comforter. 
As the children of God cannot be 
without much trouble in an ungodly 
world, the Holy Ghost is sent to 
remain with them, to supply the place 
of Christ’s bodily presence, in which 
he comforted them during his abode 
with them in the world. 2d. His 
divine power to communicate know- 
ledge to the understanding, to enable 
them to understand and to retain his 
gracious instructions. ‘ He shall 
teach you,” &c. He is the helper 


‘forts, directs, encourages, reproves, 
istrengthens, or animates all his peo- 
{ ple, according to their various states, 
circumstances, temptations, falls, dit- 
‘ficulties, or trials. What an evidence 
(is this of his divinity, in having such 
|free access to the hearts of all his 
children! What a glorious testimony 
does it display, of the faithfulness of 
Jesus! What a never-failing source 
of consolation for all believers ! What 
an ‘* unspeakable gift ?”? How many 
blessed portions of scripture are 
brought by him to the minds of be- 
lievers, peculiarly suitable to their 
existing trials and circumstances. 
Finaily, those things which he 





Rn Ww © 


~~ "< 


ce 





BRI. Querist's Letter 
brings to the remembrance of his 
cierch, are, ‘whatsoever Christ 
bad declaved unto them ;* for there 
is (as betore partially noticed,) but 
eve truth, which Christ taught, and 
the Holy Ghost remindeth of, ana , 
epeneth uv: to them. The doctrine 
of Christand of the Holy Ghost are | 
bot varlol: but one and the same! 
truth of God. 

I rom these remarks, the following | 
conclusions muy be drawn, viz.--1. 
That unassisted human reason, how- 
ever toch its attamunents im know- 
ledge. is of gtself dtowether unable 


' 
to understand the things of God, as | 
connected with salvation. 2. That) 
the robe ees of the Holy Spirit: 
are indispensably necessary to ena- 
ble aman to obtain an experimental | 
knowledze of the things of God. — 8, | 
That tins experimental knowledge | 
of the things of God, is the best 
(yea, the only,) key to a spiritual | 
understandiog of the Scriptures, as 
itenables the most unlettered indi- 
vidual to understand its testimoutes ; 
whilst the man who bas made the 
greatest attainments in learning, and 
js destitute of such a key, never can 
er will be able to comprehend its 
sacred mysteries. ‘ They are all 
glain to bim that understandeth, and) 
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right to them that find knowledge :” 
however imexpheable they have ap- 
peared, or may appear, to the great 
est minds, the eyes of whose under 
standing have not been * opened fo 
understand the Scriptures,” 

These considerations, however, 
do not supersede the use of human 
learning, but impose an additional 
obligation on all true Christians to 
ies ut every possible human assiste 
lance, in order to obtain the hteral 
meaning of the Bible. Ifthe Holy 
Sparut only teacheth the meaning of 
(his word, by communicating the 
ithines which it reveals, how very 





jInporlunt it is to ascertain the genus 


jine sense of every passage in that 
Revelation. And will not the faith 
of the sincere christian be increased 
in proportion as he grows in the 
knowledge of the letter of the Bible ? 
lt may fairly be presumed that thig 
seutiment will account for the great 
variety of disputes which have beeo 
held and are still maintained among 
truly godly men upon religious sub- 
jects. Porat the Holy Ghost infalli- 
bly instructed men in the letter of 
Scripture, there could not exist any 
discordant Opinion among them, as 
all his work 1s perfect, and all hp 
instructions are uniform, 





MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


Wor the Repertory. 

Messrs. Evrrons :—I hear great | 
disputes going on ip our parish about 
baptism; avd they seem to have 
arisen from your late publications | 
upon that subject. After all | have 
read and heard about it, my own 
epinions remain as they were before 
{ever heard of these controversies ; 
andif I did not get them trom the 
Bible, | know not how else they came 
into my head ; and this makes me | 





The act of baptism, like every 
other reasonable service, in order to 
be acceptable to God and beneficial 
to the party baptized, must be done 
in faith. Ifso done, the blessing is 
promised ; if done in form only, 
God, who cannot be mocked, cannot 
be expected to bless it, 

This cannot be doubted as to adults. 
Ifa man is tied and baptized by force, 
no one would pretend that he was res 
generated, or his spiritual state at all 











think that they are right, and that! 
perhaps they may be worth giving || 
30 your readers. 

Vol. LIL——No. 3. 


changed» so if he comes willingly, 
but without fuith, from mere tempo- 
ral motives. I should like te knew 
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if any disputant in this controversy 
will deny this. 

If this be conceded, does it not 
settle the case as to the baptism of 
infants? Their sponsors present 
them, and answer for them. Inthem, 
therefore, must be found the faith, to 
which alone the blessing in the ordi- 
nance is promised. If parents or 
sponsors have no faith, their children 
have no promise, for the promise is 
only to believers and their children. 
And if, because it is the fashion, or 
because they want to give a ball ora 





Judge Hale's testimony to the iaward direction of the Spirit. 
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dom than what is barely human, 
namely, the Spirit of truth and good- 
ness, which does really, though se- 
cretly, prevent and direct them. 
Any man that sincerely and truly 
fears Almighty God, and calls and 
relies upon him for his guidance and 
direction, has it as really as a son 
has the counsel and direction of his 
father ; and though the voice be not 
audible, not discernible by sense, 
yet it is equally as real as if a man 
heard a voice saying, ** This is the 
way, walk in it.” 





party. they open their doors, send for 
the fiddler and the parson, a pack of 
cards and a prayer-book, and have a 
great christening, that is the wonder 
and envy of ail their neighbours, can it 
be expected that God will look down 
upon them assembled together in 
his name ; and has he promised to 
send down any thing but a curse up- 
on such a profanation ? If an adult 
tied or made drunk, and baptized, re- 
mains in his sin and condemnation as 
before, will not an infant, baptized 
under such circumstances, continue 
as before, a child of wrath ? 

But if pious parents offer their 
child in faith, with prayers to God 
that he may be born again, and made 
anew creature in Jesus Christ, will 
it not afford sufficient ground to hope 
that the promised blessing will at 
tend the administration of the ordi- 
nance, or follow it in God’s appoint- 
ed time, and authorize us, as direct- 
ed by the church, to thank God for 
it? 

This, Messrs. Editors,seems to me 
to be all that the Scriptures authorize 
us to believe about baptism ; and I 
thank God that it is enough, and think 
that we ought to have ‘all joy and 
peace in believing it.” 

QUERIST. 





JUDGE HALE’S TESTIMONY 


To the inward direction and assistance of the £ 
rit of God. 


** They who truly fear God, have 


pi- 


‘*'Though this secret direction of 
Almighty God is principally seen in 
matters relating to the good of ihe 
soul, yet, even in the concerns of 
this life, a good man, fearing God, 
and begging his direction, will very 
often, if not at all times, find it. I 
can call my own experience to wit- 
ness, that even in the temporal 
affairs of my whole life, I have ne- 
ver been disappointed of the best di- 
rection, when | have, in humility 
and sincerity, implored it. 

‘“The observance of the secret 
;admonition of this Spirit of God in 
}the heart, is an effectual means to 
‘cleanse and sanctify us; and the 
more it isattended to, the more it 
;will be conversant with our souls, 
for our instruction. In the midst of 
| dithiculties, it will be our counsellor ; 
‘in the midst of temptations, it will be 
our strength, and grace sufficient for 
us ; in the midst of trouble, it will 
be our hght and our comfort. 

‘It is impossible for us to enjoy 
the influence of this good Spirit, till 
we are deeply sensible of our own 
emptiness and nothingness, and our 
minds are thereby brought down 
and laid in the dust. The Spirit of 
Christ is indeed a humbling spirit ; 
and the more we have of it, the more 
we shall be humbled ; and it is a sign 
that either we have it not, or that it 
is yet overpowered by our corrup- 
tions, if our heart be still haughty. 

‘** Attend, therefore, to the secret 











a secret guidance from a higher wis- 








persuasions and dissuasions of the 
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the gospel, to expect from the judge 
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Spirit of God, and beware of quench- 
ing or grieving it. This wind that 
blows where wu lists, if shut out or 
resisted, may never breathe upon us 
again. but leave us to be hardened in 
Onl Sits, it ob-erved and obeved, 
it wall, on all occastons, be our mont- 
tor and director. When we xo out, it 


Will lead us; when we sleep, it wall 


keep us ; and when we awake, it will 
talk with us.” 
THE BARREN FIG-TREE. 
Matt. xxi. 19. 

Jesus oft retired from Jerusalem, 
after the labours of the day, to some 
neizhbourmg village, ta enjoy the 
company ofafmend. Now, to Beth- 
any, where Lazarus lived. He justly 
expected fruit from a fig-tree im the 
way, because it had leaves, and the 
time of gathering figs was not yet, 
(Mark, xt. 13.) As man, he might 


REV 


not, tlhe came to ut, know that it 
was barren. tle cursed it, not in 
hanger to the tree, but emb/emutical- 
fy, to teach his disciples that the 
Jewish nation, from whom the Mas- 
ter ot the vineyard expected fruit, 
‘and reverence to his Son, would in 
j like manner wither away, 

liow awful is the case of unfruit- 
ful and unprofitable professors, a- 
bounding in leaves, decent in their 
lives, perhaps zealous, affectionate, — 
constantin their attendance upon the 
means of grace, who yet have not 
the glory of God at heart, and do not | 
study to do all the good they can in 
‘their generation! They will, if they 
‘repent not, be cut down; Luke vii. 
7. Now the are is laid unto the root 
‘of the trees: therefore every ree 
‘which bringeth not forth good srutt 
lis hewn down, and cast into “—— 
| Matt. au. 10, 
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The Aged Minister's Encourage nent to his Younger Brethren. Tio Sermons 
occasioned by the Death of the Rev. Thomas Scott, late Rector of Aston 
Sandford, Bucks ; preached at St. John’s College, Bedford-row, on Sunday, 


April 20,1821, By Danrer Wiis 


on, A.M. of St. Edmund Hall, Orford, 


&c. 8vo. pp. 90. London: Wilsén. 


[The following Review is copied from the 
Christian Observer of June last. To 
those who sympathize with us in the in- 
terest we teel in the subject of it, its 
length will prove a recommendation. We 
have cheerfully admitted it in preference 
to an article of our own, previously in- 
tended to occupy the same pages.] - 

In examining the records of chres- 
tianity, scarcely any evidence has 
struck us as more triumphantly de- 
monstrative of its truth, than the dis- 
crepancy, judging from analogy alone, 
of the sentiments of the apostles 
with the circumstances in which 
they were placed. Follow St. Paul, 
for instance, into the presence of his 
judges. Analogy and experience 


the language of rebuke and exhorta- 
ition, and from the prisoner, that of 
lconcession and regret. But, how 
opposed to such anticipations is the 
scene presented to us in scripture! 
“The language of the judge is, * Al- 
‘most thou persuadest me to be what 
thou art,’—a christian: and that 
of the prisoner, ‘* | would that 
thou wert not only almost, but alto- 
gether such as I am, except these 
bonds.’’ Again; follow the apostle 
to the depths ofa dungeon, and there, 
if he is not cheering the midnight 
hour with the songs of gratitude and 








joy, he is dictating the most urgent 


counsels to all around bim to adopt 
the very principles, and pursue the 





would teach a person uninitiated in 


very practices, which have consign- 








—— 

















éd himself to lingering bondage and 
premature death. It is worthy of 
observation, that, far from veiling 
* his bonds and imprisonment” to 
the eyes of those around him, 11s as 
a prisoner that he chooses peculiar- 
ly to address them, ‘1, Paul, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are cailed.” Few 
things, we conceive, can convey a 
stronger testimony to the euthenti- 
city, the power, and the immeasur- | 


able value of a faith which would. 


allow jts champion thus confidently 


to display to his disciples, the very. 
chiins already fastened upon him-— 


self, atid almost infallibly prepared 
for them, if they should comply with 
his injunctions. 

Somewhat akin to the frame of 
tind by which such a line of con- 
diict is prompted, is the feeling of 
the minister of religion who chooses 


the very grave of his predecessor as. 


the spot where he shall pronounce 
the lesson which is to stimulate the 
multitude around him to enlist all 
their powers in the service of God, 
The most philosoplneal and en. 
lightened inhabitants of the ancient 
world, conteived the mention, not 
merely of the word * death,’ but 
of the word * sleep,” as an approxi- 
mation to ‘ deaih,’? to be ‘ omin- 
ous,” and caretuily interdicted it. 
Philosophy is afraid of death ; Chris- 
tianity glories and triumphs in it. [t, 
is to tts chambers, when, as in the 
present instance, not illuminated, | 
~ at the moment, by the very 
rightest beams of christian triumph, 
that the christian teacher chooses to 


carry us, that he may show us a} 
* father in Israel’? expiring there, | 


and call upon as, in the contempla- 
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not avoid presenting them, trite as 
they may be, to our readers. Apd 


tif they serve to conduct but one in- 


dividual to a somewhat new point of 
observation—-to a potnt whence he 
may contemplate the principles of 
which the writer and the subject of 
these sermous have been such pow- 
erful advocates, with more advantage 
to his own soulj—our end wouk! be 
fully answered. Having discharged 





|this duty, we shall now proceed to 


call the attention of our readers te 
the sermons of Mr. Wilson, and more 
especially to the revered individual 
who is the subject of them. 

The text which the author has 
chosen for his discourses on the 
death of Mr. Scott. is that truly snb- 
lime declaration of St. Paul to his 
| favourite disciple—** | am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my de- 

parture ts at hand. | have fought a 
jgood tight; | have finished my course; 
| have kept the fiuth: henceforth 
‘there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give me at 
that day ; and not to me onty, but un- 
to all them also that love his appear- 
ing.” In persuiie his object, Mr. 
Wilson considers, Ist, the animating 
testimony of St. Paul himself; and, 
2dly, the testimony of the revered 
iriend for whom the author is so sin- 
ere a Wourner, 

On that part of these discourses 
Vhich more especially respects the 
testimony of the apostle, we shall 
not find it practicable todwell. We 
cannet, however, deny ourselves the 
‘Satisfaction of extracting for our 
readers the following striking expos- 
‘ition of the expression in the text, 
* | have fought a good fight :” 


“St. Paul had, from the time whep 











tion of ‘is dying hours, to devote 


oursélye: afresh to the service of). 


the K: deemer.—These ideas have 


s0 strongly impressed themselves’! 


upon us duriny the perusal of these 


| Christ had called hin to the apostleship, 


* fought the good? and honourable * fight. 
As a christian, he had valiantly contended 
agaivst sin and Satan. He had waged war 
against his old habits, and his inward éise 
orders of mind and temper; be had bees 





two admirable sermons, that we could 


; eugaged in subduing the whole body of sing 
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he h id wrestled against the snares and as-! 


soults ai Satan, a d the trowns ated se i 
tivas of tae wold. As an apustie, also, he 
hat, at Chaist & Command, entered ov 1 
£0 t “ui t the Alog dv.) Gt i ‘ ) 
a t cried, OY every la le t 
@) subvert the power Of Satan in € eit 
@nd ives of mn, and toest i t na} e 
gow of Coitst in its stese Fo. t pure 
rr c ha t on * th rout ¢ i t 
cousutss ;’ ' naved all the powtr o 
th cite - ae ac eu ed e fier t 
hice of: the Jew und the scormtul ca 
Bies Ol the Gentile, au the cruel pe ecu 
Bios of t And wow, atthe close of the 


cou t ut, te looks CE. net with na ( ol 
Segiet, as ob Vio Dad etrlered on an un- 


fot Vv « te 


st, or had prove ) iesolute 


b iar one, ut with gratituce anc ex tu- 
Yon. toe lf trouchtideed seen to those 
who judges obit by rd events, i 
Fous. bt might be considered as present 


Nothing but cenes Of Calamity and afiin 

tion, the phijosopher of this world might 
tury trou at with coutempt, and the wag- 
sior With pity. But to the eye of faith no 
soinbat Woult appear so noble and excel- 
ent. It was goud in the end at which it 
aimed, as well as the means which tt em- 
ployed; yeu, so gouor, that nothing else 
could appear valuable w ben compared with 
it. dt was not, line other contests, tor hu- 


nan ambition or praise, but for the houeus 


ol a divine Savioui, and the welfare of) 


men; it was not for the overthrow of any 
earthly competitor, but for the subversion 
of misery aud sin; it was not to inflict dis- 
giuce and death on a fellow-creature, but 
tu convey lite and perdow and boliness and 
consolation to a ruined woild; it was not 
w accomp ish a temporary and contracted 
and short-lived victory, ot which the effects 
would be imcousiderable, and the memory 
biiel; but to achieve the noblest of al! 
spicttual conquests, to establish the widest 
and most permanent and most heavenly ot 
al! domimuions,—to erect the universal king- 
dom of Christ—to gain the salvation oi 
mankind.”® pp. 10—12. 


In proceeding to apply the text to 
the case of Mr. Scott, the author no- 
tices, first, Some of the chief circum- 
stances in the public and private 
character of Mr. Seott; 2dly, The 
mauner of his departure ; 3dly, The 
glory of his crown, We shall give 


our readers a few extracts under 
each of these heads, and perhaps 
may be induced to shelter a few of 
our own remarks under the obeerva- 


tions of Mr. Wilson, upon each ot 
thei. 

ln a note under the first head we 
tind the followme faets which may 
not be una ceptible to those whe 
ire interested res) ecling the subject 


Ofethese serinons, 


The Re Thomas Scott was born at 
Hraytott, near Spilsby, a Lincolushire, 
t ruary, 1747 tie was ¢ ithed dea- 
cul sepre * l.s2. i COL me Ices 
it it &luaitidul ft ‘urs a “& iittey 

t ‘ i 1770, He en- 
bord nt of Oineyvy ia L780. He 
as sen Chapleim to the boeck Hospat !, 


Londoa, A745, aud presented to the su | 
iord, Bucks, in 1doed, 
He went inte residence tn 1804, and there 
( bon the Lora, April loth, S21, in the 
iM VYeur Of bis eve. Ne ch. p Ls, 

We think the tollowimne analy tical 
hist ry of the progress of Mr. 
Scotts mind, deduced chietly trom 
his own well-known and valuable 
work, ** The borce ot Truth,” well 
executed : 

* The maoner in which he was called 
to the spiritual combat was remarkable 


@ ~A6 ‘ s* 


His narrative of this event, We may vet~ 


ture to asseit, will be classed in future 
| age Sy with those of which the process hag 


| been recorded by the most sincere and can- 


did avewals of the individuals themselves, 
* The Force of Pruth,’ cannot maced be 


equalled with * The Confessions of St. Au 


1 








illustration of he g 


eustine,’ or the early Ite ot Luther, Bot 


} the main features of conversion, and the 


grace of God in it, are of 
the same character. ‘The church has sees 
few exainples so minutely and satisiactori- 


ly detailed of the eficacy ol the doctrine of 


Christ, as iu the instance before us, We 
there behold a man of strong natural pow- 


ers, intrenched in te sopbistries Of huwnas 


pride, and a determined Oppouent of the 
chief truths of the Gospel, gradually con- 
vinced’ and subdued. We see him enga- 
ged in a laborious study of the Scripture, 
with preconceived opiuions firmly fixed, 
and reluctant to admit a humbating scheme 
of theology : yet borne on, contrary wo his 
expectations, and wishes, aud worldly in- 
terests, by the sinople energy of truth. We 
view him arriving, to bis own dismay, at 
one doctrine alter another. We behold 
him making every step sure as he advan- 
ces, till he at levgth works out, by his own 
diligent investigation of the Sacsed Volume, 


all the parts Gi divine truth, which he af- 


terwards discovered tobe the common faith 
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ef the Church of Chiist, to be the founda- 
tion of all the reformed communities, and 
to he essentially counected with every part 
of Divine Revelation. He thus learns toe | 
apostolical doctriues of the deep fail of | 
man, his inpotency to any thing spiritually 
good, the proper atuvement and satistaction 
of Christ, the Privity of persous in the God- 
head, the regeneration and sanctification 
of the Holy Spirit, justification by tuth on- 
ly, salvation by grace, the necessity of re- 
pentance unto life, separation from the sin- 
ful custoins and spirit of the Wold, sell- 
denial, and the bearing of reproach tor} 
Christ's sake, holy love to God and man, 
activity in every good word and work, de- 
pendence upouw Cltrist for the supply of 
nee liul grace, humble trust in his promises , 
fos final victory, aud an unreserved ascrip- 
tion of all blessings to the secret and mevei- } 
ful purpose and will of God. The whole 
narrative is so honest, and so evidently 


free from any suspicion Of epthusiasin, as 
to constitute a MmOst strikiny testimony of |} 
the power oF divine grace.’’—pp. 18-20. 

The following abstract, and espe- 
cially the coucluding directions re- | 
specing the order in which Mi. } 
Scott's works may most advauiage- 
ously be read, will, we think, be 
considered as valuable by our read- 
rs : 

“His treatises on Repeutance, Growth 
in Grace, and Faith, at ser non on Elec- | 
tion, and his volume of Discourses publish- + 
ed between the years 1785 and 1797, were 
directed against the first class of errois, 
(Antinomianisin.) 

“* His Answer to Paine, his Rights of | 
God, and his doctrine of Civil Govera- 
ment, were in reply to the assaults o: In- |! 
fidels. 

“His elaborate remarks on the Refuta- | 
‘tion of Calvinism, in 1511, and his History } 
of the Synod of Dort, in 1818, weve publish- } 
ed againstthe last series of errors alluded 
fo above, (uamely, ‘errors savouiing ot | 
human pawer and merit, and subversive oi | 
the doctrines of divine grace.’) 

** Besides these works, he published a 
volume of Essays on the most important || 
subjects of religion, in 1794, and an admi- | 
rable answer to the chief objections raised 
by the modern Jewish writers against the |} 
Messiahship of Christ, in a work in reply to | 
the Rabbi Joseph Crool, in 1814. His oth- 
er writings consist of notes on Bunyan’s 
Pilgrim’s Progress, occasional sermons, and 
detached papers in various periodical 
works. 

“The order in which a student might | 


eras 








on Repentance : 


' sermons 


| the value of such a production. 





ouragement to his Brethren. 
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read his writings to the best advantage 


would be, I should think, to begin wats the 
Force of Truth, then to read tae discourse 
next, the voiume of fs. 
says; and then the secon! and much ine 
proved edition oO: the itemarks on the pe- 
{ulation These two last 
Works appear to ne Licomparacle: the one 
for the plasm expositinn, the other tor the 
acute and masterly defence of truta. The 
Comment should be a part of a students 
fo turn to aft 


of Calvinism. 


constaut res tnd. W COs. 


troversial passages, can aflord nofair crite. 
I cru safely say, that, 


riou of its merits. 


after reguiariy consulting tt tor above five. 


/and-twenty years, 1 rises continually in 


iny esteem. 

** Perhaps it is only fair to add, that his 
style istieavy and redundant, and that a 
wantoiciearness and method, prevails in 
some of his productions, especially in his 
am! his fiest editiou of ihe Ke- 
marks.” Note, pp. 33, 34. 

We also extract the turther obser- 
vations of so competent a judge on 
tie work by which Slr. Scott wiil ve 
chietly known and appreciated in the 
Church of Chirist—ias Exposition of 
the Scriptures. 

“But nis widest and most important 
field of usefiness, and that which I have 
reserved jor the last topic in the consiera- 
tion of bis public character, was as a come 
mentator: ou the Holy Scriptures. In this 
he mmay be tiaiy said to have * finished luis 


, course,’ as well as * fought a good fight,’ 


and ‘kept the faith.’ It4s difficult to form 
a just estimate of a work which cost its 
avthorthe labour of thirty-three years. Its 
cipital excellency consists in its following 


jmoe closely than perhaps any other, the 


fair ana ade cate meaning of every part of 
Scuplure, withoutregard to the niceties of 
huinan systems itis a scriptural comment. 
Its origiwality is likewise a strong recom- 
mendatiou of it. Every part of itis thought 
out by the author for himself, not borrowed 
trom others. lt is not a compilation ; it is 
av original work, in which you have the 
deliberate judgmentot a masculine and in- 
dependent imud on all the parts of Holy 
Scripture. kvery student will understand 
Further, 
it is the comment of our age, furnishing the 
last interpretations which history throws 


| Ou prophecy, giving the substance of the 


cemasks Wuich sound wisdom has accumu~ 
lated from the dilicrent branches of sacred 
literature, obviating the chief objections 
which modern annotators have advanced 
agaist the doctrines of the Gospel, and 
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adapting the instructions of Scripture to 


the parucular chcamstances of the Uimesin 
whichwehve. ltis again the work of one 
who was at home in what he did. The 

ilt tioethod aud style which cousidera- 


etract trom sowe ol fits olher writings, 

e less apporent bere, where he bad only 
to tollow the order of thought im the sacred 
howk itself; whilst all hs powers and at 
fainments had their tull scope. It was the 


ery undertaking which required, less than 
oy other work, whathe did not possess, 

he myied more than any other, what 
? We trequired matured hnowledge of 
Serit , skill as a textuary, sterling hon- 
esty, a hint ‘rusp of truth, unletgued sub- 
i i ] mii to eV ry tot te Libsprit= 


i' 


‘ ) recs Pe u pa cadiit i ciliy ieee, and 
rit ~and these were the very 

rract: Fi sol the mati. When to these 

‘i wi itis added tuat he lived to su- 
periutenc tour ecilious, each emigehe twoth 
much new and tupoitant matter, aud had 


been engaged above three years in a new 
eve, in which, for the fitth time, he had 
nearly completed a most laborions revision 


oi the whole work, we wust at least allow || 


ns extruordinary impoitance. According- 
ly, the success of it has been rapidly and 
steadily increastug from the fivst, uot only 
in our OWN country, but wherever the Eng- 
lish language is Known. It will soon be an 
the hands of al! caretul students of the ho- 
ly Vouume, whether ti the first iustunce they 
avree with hittin bis chiel sentiments or 
not. Nor will the time be distant, when, 
the passing controversies of the day hav- 
ing been lorgotten, tuis prodigious work 
will be almost unit ersully coufessed bu the 
Protestant churches, to be cue of Lue most 
sound and instructive comments of our own 
vroany other ge”? }p- 20-28. 

To almost every part of this pane- 
gyric we heartily subseribe. Per- 
haps, however, we should demur to 
the achuowledgement that, even in 
this work, the detects of Mr. Scott's 
etyle do not materially detract from 
the value of the work, especially as 
a Work for family reading. bLven 


—* 


here there is a considerabie want of | 


that perspicaity—of those dense and 
terse expressions—of those pithy 
pructical counsels—of those tender 
aud pathetic remonstrances—of those 
cheertul and varted addresses which 
abound se much in the Commentary 
of Matthew Henry. This, however, 


the two wrifers, that for one offence 


-aguinst taste in Mr, Scott, it would be 


easy to find a hundred in his prede- 
cessor; and that the modern com- 
mentator ts as much distinguished by 
forbearance and propriety in the ex 
position of seripture, as the ancient 
exposit wv by the strained and unacin- 
vative interpretation so common in 
the dave in which he lived. Mat- 


thew Henry appears to us to surpass 
'Mr. Scott. and ¢ very other writer, in 


his exposition of the Gospels; Mr. 


Scott to have considerably the supe- 
riority tn his commentary on theEpis- 
‘tles, And, as a textuary, Mr. Scott 
fis, we think, without a rival. We 


tully anlicipate the mereasing cele- 


obrty of lis commentary; and, wath 


| it, the extension of sound and serip- 
tural views of religion. Without 
| pronouncing any Opinion on his sens 
timents as to some disputed and most 


i ditheult) points, we entertain” the 
| deepest reverence of his judgment 


lon all the principles of that ** com- 
(mon Christianity,” recognised in 
ithe coutessions of the Protestant 
/Churches. And when we consider 
| the circumstances to whieh Mr. Wil- 
json so justly refers, namely, the 
hes originality’ of his exposition—or, 
cin other words, how much he drew 
‘trom himself, and how little from 


| 
| 
' others—and contrast the fulness and 


-explicitness of bis judgments upon 
i many dark and perplexing passages 
" of scripture, with the leanness and 
ambiguity of certain modern inter- 
pretations, avowedly casting far and 
| near-tor authorities, and living to the 
utmost possible extent upon * bor- 


‘ rowed light,” we cannot but consider 


the work as an astonishing evidence 
of the powers of honest industry in 
'well-doing. It reminds us more of 
** those days” in which ‘there were 
giants in theology,’ than of these 
puny and dwartish days in which writ- 


ers give us indeed a “ meadow of 


”) 


margio.”? but a‘ rivulet of text,’ and 


is to be remembered, in comparing 12 which the pettiness of the book is 
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transcended only by the barrenness 
oi the matter 

Mr. Wilson next proceeds to no- 
tice the leading features ot Mr. 
Scott's personal character : and he 
sittes them to be determination of 
wind—extraordimary dihicence—ex- 
emplariness of domesty conduct— 
a spirit of prayer aad Jcevollon— 
faith and panence uncer 


1 
a steady and enrnest ae 


iction— 
e to ad- 
‘onstitu- 


Vauce tia tune conquest oO: 

fionaldelects, angi evers med ot 
Feal godiiness. Of the ti. afilvess 
wt tht picture, we bave ooo doubt. 


sof Mr. 
Scout supply ail tie tesGmony to this 
esoct which, fiom their nature, they 
gre able to supply; and he has had, 
especrilly as a coniroverstalist, the 
ese of opponents too strongly fisten- 


The alow bibs tO Vivre wot 


ed a, not to have had his de- 
wi fiom his own Iieh moral 
gti: ', presented, without reserve 
y. to the public. We observ- 
6 oi} much satisfretion, the briet 
tesgonouy to his erttical and contro- 


vers at character, borne by a high, 
hi rable, and candid adversary to 
hy) opinions—-the distinguished mas- 
ter of Orel College—in a recent 
pullication. We extract the short 
observations of Mr. Wilkon, on the 
last of the topics we have enunier- 
ated. 

** His failings, as I have already inti- 
mated, ley on the side oo: rouchness and 
severmy of temper, pride of intellect, and 


gor ndeuce in his own poweis. But from 


the time when he first obeyed the truth of 


the Gospel, he set himseli to strugele a- 
gai tthese and every other evil tendency ; 
be studied self-controul; he aimed at those 
graces which were most diilicelt to nature ; 
he employed all the motives of the Gospel 
to assist him in the coutest; and he grad- 
ually so increased in habitual muldness, 
humility, and tenderness for others, as to 
become exemplary for these virtues, as he 
bad loi.g been for the opposite ones of reli- 
gious Courage, firmness, and determination. 
Tecan mosttruly say, that during an ac- 
quaintance, which atterwards ripened into 
a filial affection, of about twenty-five years, 
I scarcely ever saw an instance ef more 


+) spirits at times sensibly failed, 


| evident giowth it real obedience, real love 
to Gud and man, real victory over natural 
infirmities; in a word, real Christian holie 
ness. Iu tne latt r years of bis lide, he wae 
obviously ripening for heaven. ‘He had 
| tought a good fisbt, he had finished bis 
course, he had kept the faith ;? and How, 
in a t.ll age,’ his genuine humility betore 
_ God, his joy in Christ Jesus, his holy zeal 
tor the diifusion of the Gospel, his teuder 
eitection to bis family and all around, hia 
resignation to the will of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, and bis exclusive trust in the merits 


acne 


and grace of bis Saviour, seemed to leave 
nothing to be done, but tor the stroke of 
death to bring bum * to nisgrave, lise as a 
|shock of corm cometh in its season,” pp, 
3u, 37. 
| With these observations, the first 
jof these sermons concludes. The 
second enters on the subject of the 
death of Mr. Scott. We shalt begin 
by extracung the result of dir. Wil 
json's personal observations of his de 
)clining years 
| For several years preceding the eveng 
ttselty his bodily infiimities had been grade 
ually inereasing. His strength and oatural 
He had au 
| jiupression on his own mind that his depar- 
Lure Was approaching, and be contemplated 
with the calmness and tranquillity which 
i have already noticed as being implicd ip 
| ihe first clause of my text. He preached 
j more than ouce fromthe words of St. Peter, 
| with an evident reterence to his own case? 
)* Knowing that L must shortly put off this 
uy tabernacle He said to me about two 
years back, ‘1 ieel nature giving way; Ff 
ain weary Of my journcy, and wish to beat 
home, tat be God's with 3? meanimg that 
ne * desned ta depart and to be with 
Christ.’ The nearer he came to his dis- 
stosal, he became the nore earnest in pray? 
er, that God would uphold him during the 
scenes Of sulcring and taal winch might 
awaithine belore bis last hour, and expresse 
}ed the deepest conviction of his own weak 
ess and uuworthiness, and his constant 
/need of Diviue mercy, He had been partis 
| culatly auxious during his entire ministry 
to be preserved fiom dishonouring his holy 
| profession ; aud how, as itife wore away, he 
became more and more tervent in prayer 
tov grace that he might not say or do any 
Ubing that should lessen the weight of what 
he haa previously taught and written, lo 
the lastdiscourse which 1 heard him delivery 
he concluded it nearly in these words? 
}* Biethien, pray for ine. Do not pray for 


j 


| mie 4S Ub my lile was to be continued, or as 








if lwas a minister of any 
consequence in the church, but pray for me | 
as @ poor, weak, frail simmer, who has nc 
yeti .one With temptation a and pase <a 


, , | 
who fiuds it difficult to be paticut in tribula- ' 


s . . ihe 
tion and cheertul under long-coutimued } 

' 
weakness and suffering. L need much the |! 


attainments or ff 
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surance, that we yield to none, Im 


Py th it lugh respect and reverence 


} 


H whieh are due to the venerable Pre- 


lates of Our chure h, and espec ti ly, 
to the distingu! d personages abowe 


alluded to, — TE 2 waleepeunial inte- 


ravers NM my friends: b ost . 
Pp! vers ofall mv trier - Dut ot all, ny } grity, and undoubted devotion to the 
nec: the supporting grace of Gow, that 
PE te "interests of hechurch, Saree a long 
may be carried throug! all my re 6 Ht. : 
trials, and may at length * finieh career of arduous duty, entitle them 
iS, s ¥Y atienytl ! . 
with jov.”) He was also very Lcitous ir »yadneh and commanding influence. 
to eucuurace his younges firren Ww i] ie But, adimitting, for “a moment, that 
Ba TT ‘ , ty “wmbled 
andactivity. [0 this he further res jthis respectable body of Divines, do 
the blessed Apostiec whose words we have i , i! hat gulsbad " 
sd] 7] ’ ** ic ’ ’ s ‘ 0 
been considering.”? pp. 5-40. ppr princtpte wen y 


On Saturday, March 
seized with an inilammatory fever, | 
Which, afterasickness of five weeks, | 
earried him to the grave. 

{ To be eontinued.} 


Letter to Bishop Kemp in Reply te his Third Com 


Right Rev. and Dear Su, 

In the several letters which ye 
have been so condescending as to ad 
dress to us on the points in pels 
between us, you appear dis posed | 
rather to silence us by the authority i 


of great names, than to convince us | 


by the reason and argument - the 
You have, uecordingly, left |] 
untouched some of the Bebe 
considerations which we have taken | 
the liberty to suggest to you, and con- 
fined yourself, chieily, to your fa- 
yourite topic ol "authority. In your 
last you have not th ought it neces- 
sary lo give us any new arguinent, 
but have renewed to us the consider- 
ation of unanimity with which the 
House of Bishops have sanctioned 
Dr. Mant’s principles ; to which you 
have added the Collation of Bishop 
Moore’s sermon with that writer, 
and Bishop White’s opinion, that 
there is, in this collation, a pertect 
coincidence of sentiment. 

Before we take the liberty of sub- 
mitting to you some doubts that oc- 
cur to us, on the conclusion which 


subject. 








ations, we would here repeat our as- 


Vol. I1l.—-No. 2 


you have drawn from these consider- | 
| 


10, he was { 


‘than to sus 


|, February, and 


1] 


are $0 anxious to recommend to us, 
is if not true, also, that names the 
most illustrious that ever adorned 
ithe Engts church in her purest aod 
i best days, are to be found on the 
other side of the gaestion ? We have 


quoted to that etlect, the opinions of 
‘j;more than filty of the mort distin- 


mubisatiel \} 


vutshed Divines of Britain.* Among 
their number we can enrol the Lati- 
mers, ee Ushers, the Barrows, the 
Tillotsous, and an illustrious band of 
martyrs ‘od sages, many of whom 


tilled the chairs of the universities ; 


and fervid 
piety, and active benevolence, have 


Whose splendid gentus, 


‘cast a shade over all the modern 


works of man. You have, mdeed, 
endeayoured to correct our error by 
infortiin us thi it these divines * ‘ had 
fallen into a loose and careless way 


of using the tern regeneration.”’ But, 


with ali due respect for your superior 


judgement, we must confess, that such 


men as these do not appear to us to 
deserve such an Haputation, We 


shall not trouble vou with additional 


extracts from their writings in order 
to contirm the justice of our views 
respecting their real sentiments, as 
you have not thought proper lo no- 
tice those we have already adduced. 
We deem it unnecessary, “the refore, 
to dwell so upon this subject, 
est from it, that uw this 
question ts to be settled at all by au- 


a 


hee Repertory for November, 


\Ta 


January, 


e? 
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thority, we deem it ho disparagement, | marks the important distinction be- 
or want of respect to any man now {tween the two prelates whom you 
living, to declare honestly, that we } have collated together. Can it any 
should not hesitate to prefer the ||! where be fo nd, that Bishop Moore 
opinion of those elder worthies, who || iolds the opinion that ** conversion is 
were, confessedly, in every thing |! not necessary to all men:” so far from 
that goes to constitute the scholar, || it, that there are some ‘* who have, 
the critic, the theologian, and the || by preserving the grace of baptism, so 


Ut POBER, 























christian, inferior to none on earth. | 

jut we do not consider ourselves || 
compelled to resort to this alterna- 
tive. We lay claim to the sanction 
of the Hoase of Bishops in this coun- 
try, in favour of the principles we 
maintain. As it regards the question | 
of Bp. Mant’s doctrines, we have the 
express disavowal of one of that ven- 
erable body,* the silence of two 
others, and the concession of auother || 
who recommended the bible, that be 
had never read the work. 

With respect to the coincidence | 
between Bishops Moore and Mant, | 
which you have endeavoured to es- | 
| 


tablish, you will readily admit, we | 


doubt not, that nothing is easier, than | 


i 
} 





pursued the calm and blameless ten- 
or of their way, have preserved that 
childlike simplicity of character, and 
that childlike mnocence of conduct, 
that their angels may not blush to 
behold the face of their heavenly 
Father ?”’ &c. &c,* 

The foregoing sentiments, we be- 
lieve, would be disclaimed by that 
prelate. Indeed, we are not left to 
mere reasoning upon the subject: 
we have from the bishop’s own hand 
a positive disavowal of Bishop Mant’s 
doctrines, in the following certificate : 
* There is, in my opinion, no perio- 
dical work so well calculated to pro- 
mote the cause of our holy religion, 
as the * Christian Observer ;’ and as 





to select some points of harmony | 
from the writings of divines the most | 


the doctrines which it inculeates, are 
in perfect unison with the principles 


ey i dissonant in opinion. Upon this plan, | of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 

i fi we could pledge ourselves to prove | it will afford me the greatest pleasure 

bh th your own agreement with Bellar- | to hear of its general diffusion thro’ 

‘e, mine. By collating you with that |!the diocess of Virginia.” You are 

Jesuit, it might be made to appear, | in possession of “ The Christian Ob- 

} that there was no discrepancy be- |) server,” and we appeal, contidently, 

i tween you whatever, on the main | to your candour to say, whether the 

” principle involved in baptism : but it |] condemnation of Bishop Mant’s theo- 

; would be uncandid thence to infer, | logy, and of the general principles 

that you harmonized with him | maintained by yourself in this dis- 

Heh oF throughout. It is not so much to the | cussion, do not form one of the lead- 

| 4 mere opinion that grace is impartedin jing features of that work. When 

se baptism, that we have objected, as to || you add to this, the refusal of Bishop 

i} i the extent of the moral change sup- || Moore to sign the recommendation of 

te posed by some to be wrought there- , 

; by, and the influence which such a} * Bampton Lectures, pp. 395, 397. 








— 


principle has upon the future char- 
acter of the recipient. And this 


® We were unconscious of acting “ in- | 
correctly,” in admitting the anonymous 
communication of the Rey. Prelate. We 
take the earliest opportunity of correcting 
our fault, by giving, with the permission of 
‘the author, Bishop Griswold, his name. ! 


We think it a remarkable exemplifica- 
tion of the inconsistency of error, that the 
following sentiment should emanate from 
the same source: ** Before true conversion 
can be effected, the convert must hold a 
correct christian faith, and live an upright 
and godly life.” We had entertained the 
vpinion, that a man must be converted in 
order to his being able to “ live an Up- 





right and-godly life.” 


the Bible, you must admit, we think, 
that it is impossible . without an un- 
pei achment of his consistency, to con- 

sider him as concurring in the views 
of Bishop Mant; and, consequently, 

that the eod for which you have ¢« -ol- 

lated them together, has entirely 
failed. 

P roce -eding, | now, 
shops, we respectfully submit to you 
the following imquurtes : 
Bishop Hobart recommend, in the} 
most emphatic 
ot Bishe ~p Bradtord, 
the Soc iety for 
Knowledge, and republished by him 
mi the rippionegeer os Magazine, 
valuable and isfactory e xposition | 
of the doctrine of the church on b: ip- | 
fismal regeneration? Does not that! 
writer, in the two principal heads of | 
his discourse, 
between baptismal and spiritual re- 
eeneration ; showing that they may 
be, and are, separable? Does not 
the whole tenour of his argument 
contradict, in the most positive terms, 
the principles maintained by yourself 
and Dr. Mant? Further: Did not 
the House of Bishops, in the year 
1808, in their most solemn. oflicial 
capacity, recommend Bishop Bur- 
net’s Exposition of the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles, and Whitby’s, and Hammond’s 
Commentaries on the Scriptures ? 
Does not Burnet treat, as “ absurd, 
and as bringing in the doctrine of 
charms,” the very opinions you are 
defending ? Do not the latter writers 
give a delinition of regeveration en- 
tirely contrary to your theory, ap- 
plying it to several passages of Scrip- 
ture, that have no connection with 
baptism? Have you not declined, 
throughout this discussion, to meet 
us on the ground Jaid down by these 
legitimate, and the only legitimate, 
standard expositors of our docirines ; 
and have you not refused to notice 


manner, the sermon! 


published by 


asia 


~ 


(hus tar on this branch of the argu- 


draw the distine tion | 
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} 


| 
Did not i chal characte rs 


‘ 
' 


Promoting Christian | 
jment, 
} which you appear to think must fol- 


' 





ie 
| 
| 








any argument we have drawn from 
them? Uf the affirmative of these 





lt! 


88 


questions be true, (and we believe if 
cannot be denied,) it will be easy to 
perceive on what side of the question 
the real weight of the authority of the 
House of Bishops, in this country, 
will be found, and that we act im per- 
fect respect and deference to that 
venerable body, when we adopt the 


to the opinions priociples in which they themselves 


of the other part ot the House of cul + 


have educated us, and which they 
have consecrated intheir highest ofh- 
as the lawgivers aud 
tathers of the church. 

We have been induced to dw ell 


ment, uf indeed it may be called argu- 
from the overpowering eflect, 


low from the array in which you have. 
placed it. We will respect the opi- 
nions of the good and the wise, and 
endeavour to improve by their in- 
Rut, after all, we are- 
commanded, in this sense, ** to call. 
no man master on earth.” Ifweare 
to bow to mere authority, shall it be 
io Pascal, or to Mant? the former was 
superior to the latter, both in genius 
and piety. ‘Po the law and the testi- 
mony, alone, can we repair with cer- 


structions. 


tainty, for an unerring standard and 
cuide. What saith the Scriptares ? 


Exceptamean be born of water and 
of the spirit, he cannot enter the 
king domotGod.” Therefore, he that 
is born of water, 1s born of the spirits 
Such is the logic which demonstrates 
ve wentity of “spiritual and baptismal 
reyeneration. Let us apply the same 
mode of reasoning to asimilar propo- 
sition: Except aman bea hearer of 
the law and a dover of the law, he can- 
not enter the kingdom of heaven.—~ 
Therefore, he that ts a hearer of the 
law, isadoer of the law. Can any 
one point out the dillerence in legiti- 
macy of conclusion, between the two 
cases ! 

In answer to your assertion, that 
the figure of the new birth is never 
found in Seripture but in comiection 
with baptiem, we took the liberty of 
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adverting to several passages which 
Whitby and Hammond, as well as 
ourselves, conceived, did not bear 
you out in the declaration.* Lou 
have not, however, thought proper 


OCTOBER, 


between being “ born of God,” and 
ving “* bornof the Spirit.” ‘Ihe ori- 
vinal word is the same in both cases, 
| and is used in its different moods 
‘and tenses in all the passages which 





| 
' 


to take any notice of these texts, or | we have cited. Lf it be proper to 
of the deductions made from them ; |! translate it as you. upon Dr. D. Mae- 


but have set up another text which 
we did not quote with that view, 
and, confining all your observations 
to that one, have inlerred thence 
your primary conclusion.{ Under 
these circumstances we deem it un- 
necessary to say more on the subject 
than to refer our readers to the pages 


we have referred to ahove, for what 


we have already adduced, and for 
your answer. But we cannot tor 
bear, betore we dismiss the point, to 
call your attention to the opinion of 
Schleusner, whose authority, as a 
Biblical critic, is, as you know, uni- 


versally admitted. His paraphrase ot | 


the 3d Joba. 3.—* Except aman be 


born,” &e. is, “ unless a man, having | 


received, or receiving baptism, 
be also manifestly renewed by the 
christian religion. ~ Here he makes 
the renewal or change, of whatever 
nature it be. effected, not by baptism, 
but by the economy of the christian 
religion. And. what puts his views 
beyond doubt, he cites the following 
passages as parallel texts: © Il ye 
know that he is righteous. ye know 
that every one that doeth righteous. 
ness is born (yeyexmr2:) of him.” 
John LL. 2, 29.; “*  hosvever is born 
of God doth not commit sin.” John 
], iii. 29; also v. i. (Schleusner sub 
voce gev2v.) You admit that “the 
phrase, horn of God, comes nearest” 
to the figure ofa new birth. So near, 
indeed, does it come, in our judg- 
ment, that it would have been a sin- 
gular gratification to us, and we doubt 
not to many others if you had taken 
the trouble to point out the diflerence 


* Repertory, Vol. 2, pp. 169, 220. 

t Repertory, Vol. 3, p. 44. 

t “ Si quis, baptismo suscepto, et per re- 
ligiencm Caristianam plane emeudetur. 


/Knight’s authority, seem to think it 
ishould be, * to be begotten again,” 
‘it must be proper, of course, to give 
it the same translation in the third 
| chapter of John. Be it so then: still 
‘the figure will be the same, and 
whatever may be affirmed of it in the 
} one place, must also be in the others, 
{fit be the figure of the new birth io 
tthe third of Johu, it must also be the 
, figure of the same in the passages 
‘above cited. But it would be absurd 
| tu suppose that baptism is meant, 
i when it says, “ He that is born of 


— 





God, sinneth not,” for it would be 
synonymous with saying, He that is 
baptized, sinneth not. We feel jus- 
lilied, therefore, by sound reason, by 
the plain meaning of language, and 
the established canons of criticism, 
as well as by the authority of 
Sehleusner, Whitby, and Hammond, 
to conclude, that the figure of the 
new birth is evidently spoken of in 
Seripture, without any allusion 
whatever to water baptism. 

We readily admit that the remis- 
sion of sins, and all the blessings of 
salvation, are promised, in Scripture, 
in connection with baptism, which is 
the appointed sign and seal of our 
admission into covenant with God. 
Accordingly, Peter saysto the Jews, 
“repent, and be baptized inthe name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
‘sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
; the Holy Ghost: For the promise is 
/unto you and to your children,” &e. 
| All this goes to prove that “ glorious 
things are spoken of the city of our 
God,” and great benefits promised to 
, those who are admitted by the door 
of baptism into the visible fold of 
Christ. The ordinance becomes an 
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'aifecting memorial on the part of 
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God, that, baving received the out- 
ward sign, he will not tail to bestow ! 
the inward and spiritual grace upon | 
those who repent and believe his | 
holy gospel. ‘This inward and spi 
ritual grace is, according t vo our Cate- : 
chism, ‘a death unto sin. anda new | 
birth unto righteousness.’ And thus 
is baptism said by the Apostle to 
“save us, by the washing of regene | 
ration, and the revewing of the Holy i 
G host.” 
mine is, does this renewing olf the 
Holy Ghost, this death unto sip, and 
new birth unto righteousness, al- 
ways take place at baptism? What! 
in unworthy recipients, or persons | 
purely passive as is the case with) 
infants? What text of Scripture 
gives us this information? Upon! 
what ground of reason, or common 
sense, or experience, Can We con- | 
atruct such a theory ? Shall a single | 
i 


(i 
| 


i 


| 


passage in the baptismal service, al} 

best only equivocal, and fairly sus- | 
ceptible of a different meaning. and, | 
in fact, explained according to this 
different meaning, by the articles 
and homilies, and the authors them- | 
selves of this very service,” overbear | 
all the weighty considerations on) 
the other side of the question ? Is not} 
this, indeed, as Burnet remarks, “a | 


Sa 
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/ Seriptures, 


The ouly point to deter- + 
doctrines which they were never in- 


ithe divine religion 





doctrine of which we find nothing in | 
the Scriptures ;” is not this “the | 
bringing in the doctrine of charms 
into the Christian religion;” does 
not this *‘ tend to dissolve all obliga. | 
tions to piety and devotion, to a ho- 
liness of life, or a purity of temper, | 
* The Homilies, which were composed | 
by the same persons who framed the bap- | 
tismal service, give us a clue to their mean- 
ing, and in our judgment, are decisive of | 
the principle in question in the following 
declaration: “If sacraments had not a | 
certain similitude of those things whereof | 
they be sacrameuts, they should be no sa- | 
@raments at all. And of this similitude, 
they do, for the most part, reccire the 
names of the self same things they signify.” | 
Honuly, on ** Common Praver and Saera- | 


| 


|} the other side, 
| may all be resolved into the consider- 





arente.?? 


65 


when the being in a passive, and, 
| perhaps, insensible state, while the 
sacraments are applied, is thought a 
‘disposition sufficient to give them 
virtue >t Ia taking leave of the 

under these views, we 
‘cordially unite with you “in this 


| simple obse rvation, that it is ol vast 


importance to give the figures and 
allusions, contained therein, their 
fullmmeaning ; otherwise these sacred 
raclesmay be made to countenance 


to countenance; and then 
of our blessed 
Lord may be corrupted and per- 
verted.” 

But you proceed, * while we are 

possession of the scriptures, we 
are also clearly in possession of the 
fathers. ‘his, indeed, seems to be 
conceded.’ We do not recollect 
that this has been conceded by us, 
or by any of those who hold our 
views. On the contrary, we have 
maintained, im the ki anguage of ** The 
Christian Observer,” that “ the au- 
thority of the fathers does not war- 
rant that use of the term regeneration, 
which has recently been maintained.’ 
pon referring to our pages,f you 
willthere tind quotations from se- 
veral of the f.thers to our purpose, 
with the opinion of Bishop Jewel, 
with respect to those who spoke 
* vehement and great words,”’ that 
they used them metonymically. We 
are aware that you may bring torward 
some of their hyperbolical sayings on 
but which we think 


tended 


ations we have suggested in our pages 
reterred to above. But we cannot 
forbear expressing our surprise, that, 

without having made one extract from 
them of that kind, or having noticed 
any ofthe proofs which we submitted 
to you trom that source, you should 


t Burnet on the 35th Article, pp. 6% 
294. . 


¢ Repertory, Vol. 2, pp. 219, 226 
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so gratuitously assert that you are 
clearly in possession of their autho- 
rity. Unquestionably, as far as this 
discussion 1s concerned. this tield 
has been Jeft to our undisputed pos- 
session. And, until you have done 
something, at least, towards satisfy 
ing our Objections on this point of the 
question, you cannot censure us for 
retaining them, nor your readers for 
believing, that (hey are well founded. 

You continue: “ As you have 
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escaped from the ground upon which 
you once proposed we should meet, | 
f will, in my turn, propose to you to 
rest on the foundation of holy writ.” 
We readily agree to this compromise: 

but we humbly ask. from what ground 
proposed by us, have we escaped / 
‘This ground was the one taken by 
the Bishop of Gloucester. This we 
have constantly proposed, and still 
pledge ourselves to adopt. And 
whaiis his proposition? To apply 

the term regeneration exclusively 
to baptism, and to believe that, in 
baptism, a degree of spiritual aid is 
vouchsated and ready to offee tiself to 
eur reception orsrejection at the dawn 
of reason? Now, will you really 
mect us oa this ground? You com- 
plaia that we will not allow you to 
agree with this prelate. <A slight 
comparison will show that the fault 
is not inus. ou say, that grace 
invariably, and in all cases, is con- 
veyed by the act of baptism. He 
maintains, “ that it is vouchsafed, 
and ready to offer itself to their ac 

ceptance or rejection at the dann of 
reason.’ You contend, that there 
are some persons who need no con- 
version, and that it is therefore 
wrong to consider a Congregation as 
divided into the converted and un- 
converted. He declares, * 1 would 


solemnly protest against that most 
serious error (which has arisen, pro- 
hably, from exalting too highly the 
just views of baptismal regeneration) 
of contemplating all the individuals 
of a baptized congregation as con- 


a 
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verted.” You urge, “ it has been 
aileged that my view of the subject 
tends to render people easy in their 
sins, to lower the tone of vital reli- 
gion. and in some degree to do away 
the depravity of fallen man.” He 
replies: * This erroneous view, (i.e, 
of exalting too highly baptismal re- 
generation.) in my opinion, strikes 
at the root of ail useful preaching. 
Ministerial addresses founded upon 
it, soothe and delude the people into 
a false peace; they do but half open 
ihe wounds of the sinner, they act 
as a dull and clouded mirror to the 
sou!, and exhibit to him a most im- 
perlect representation of what he is, 
and what he should be—of what 
imust be done for him, and in him; 
they may make many a pharisee, 
and produce on many a death-bed, 
a vain self-righteous ease, which 
must soon be changed into self-con- 
demnation and death eternal,” &e. 
&c* We humbly conceive that no 
two systems can be more variant 
than is your’s with that of this Pre- 
late, and that if we do not unite 
with you on the basis here proposed, 
itis not because me have escaped 
irom this ground. 

As we proceed, we feel under the 
necessity of remarking upon the tre- 
quency with which you have, in this 
controversy, reminded us that 
* those who profess our sentiments, 
although they contend that they are 
compatible with the baptismal office, 
yet that the thing is so evidently 
otherwise, that when they can 
escape from the rules of the church, 
they are inclined so to change the 
baptismal service, as that it might 
no longer confront them with their 
inconsistency.” We regret much 
that you should have thought it ne- 
cessary to resort to this species of 
exprobration: a resort which is gen- 
erally the last one of a weak, or 
weakly managed, cause. We trust, 


* Bishop of Gloucester’s Charge. 
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we need not disclaim in behalf of | the sentiments ascribed to him have 
ourselves, or of ihe very respectable ‘not been denied. 4. That the doe: 
and numerous ciass who think with /trine of baptismal regeneration, as 
us On this subject, both in this coun- || taught by Bishop Mant, tends to de- 
try and in England, such an imputa- | lude and destroy immortal souls, we 
tion upon our sincerity and veracity. | think has been made manilest. We 
We trust we have been honest when | appeal for prool to what we have 
we subscribed, and vowed, to main- | said, to the reason and nature ot the 
tain the doctrine of our holy ofiices, subject, and to the opinion of the 
and that we are sincere, when we, Bishop of Gloucester, above quoted, 
perform them at the holy altar. We) which is exactly in unison with our 
freely, however, forgive the insinua |own declarations. ‘Mhe whole ques- 
tion, hoping that you may have in /'tion, then, as if respects the Bible, 
your bosom some justifiable reasons is plainty this: Are the above 
for this accusation, but at the same |leharces substantiated? "hose who 
time believing, that such weapons; think they are not, or who eoncur 
can never be serviceable to any} with bishop Mant in bis doctrines, 
cause in which they are used. willperceive no dangerin his bible. 
With respect to Bishop Mant’s} ‘Those, on the other hand, who think 
Bible, our remarks shall be brie! { we have established the above alle- 
We believe we have established all} cations, or who coneur with us in 
we undertook to prove respecting | our theological views, will, of Course, 
that author. 3. That he has been) believe with us, that Bishop Mant 
guilty of mutilating the phraseology |) was a most unsuitable person to be 
of Bishop Lowth. in order to sup: | entrusted with the responsible task 
port his hypothesis in baptism | of compiling such a work. Unwil 
‘This has been admitted. How far} ling to protract the controversy by 
the attempt to justily it has succeed: |! any new results of investigation, we 
ed, we must leave to others to de | are Willing to let the matter rest 
vide. 2. His views of the ejlicacy | upon the issue now stated. 
of baptism, which formed our princi |) We have thus, Rt. Rev. and Dear 
pal ground of objection, have also} Sir, freely, but we hope, not disres- 
been admitted. ‘That grace is so} peettully, submitted to you our rea- 
inseparable from baptism, that even) sons why we cannot adopt the opin- 
Simon Magus was spiritually regen- | tons you have so zealously recom- 
erate. ‘This principle, in its appli || mended to our attention. I! we have 
eation to adults, was at first delend- | inadvertently admitted a remark or 
ed by you, but afterwards so modi-} form of speech, that would seem to 
fied as to contine the opus operatus | imply any degree of acrimony, or 
to infants. What we have ascribed} want of due reverence to your of- 
to him respecting his commentary || fice and character, we sincerely dis- 
on Gen. xvii. 3. and Rom. v. 18.] claim any such intention, and beg 
las not been denied. 3. The other}, your forgiveness, with the assurance 
references we have made to the} that we are, very respectfully, 
work, with respect to faith, Gc. may Y our obedt. servts. 
fairly be appreciated by the reasons THE EDITORS. 
that support them, and we content 
ourselves with what we have al- 
ready remarked concerning them. || { We regret that the information com- 
But while the defeace of his views municated in the following extract 
respecting adults has been abandon- of a fetter receiyed from Mr, FE. 
ed, and you have thus“ escaped from 





J, Coale, bovkseHer, to whom, 
the ground” upon which you set out,’ from the imprint found in the 
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“¢ Selection’’ referred to, and from! 
the similarity of the names, we in- 
advertently ascribed the author- 
ship of that work in the Review | 
ublished in the Repertory for | 
April last, was not sooner pos- 
sessed. Under these circum. 
stances we willingly insert the 
paragraph in which the other pub- | 
fications and meritorious labours | 
of Mr. Core are mentioned witha} 
eommendation which, we believe | 
is deserved. | 
To the Editors of the Repertory 
Baltimore, July 30,1821. | 
I request you to do me the favour’ 
to have corrected an error which 
eccurs in a Review of the Selection 
of Psalms which I published. Your, 
Review gives to me the credit of | 
having made ‘* The selections.” 
This is incorrect. They were made 
by Mr. Joun Core ; than whom, per- 
haps, there is nota person better fit- 
ted for such an undertaking, in this 
country. He has acquired with us] 
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the highest reputation as a conductor 
of performances in sacred music, and 
as the leader of the celebrated choir 
of St. Paul’s Church. After he had 
made the Selection, it was submitted 
for revision to the Right Rev. Bishop 
Kemp, and several of the Rev. Clergy 
of this city. 

t am the more desirous of having 
the error corrected, because Mr, 
John Cole stands before the public as 
an author who has probably improv. 
ed church music more than any other 
person in this country ; having been 
zealously engaged in that cause for 
more than twenty years past. As 
you bave unintentionally withheld 
from him, and given to another what 
merit belonged to him as editor ofthe 
*¢ Selection,” perhaps you will judge 


Jit proper to notice favourably ‘* The 
4 Seraph,” 
ly published in Baltimore. It has the 


his last and best work, late- 


unaniinous and unqualified recom- 
mendation of the best. organists and 
musicians in this city.’ 
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British and Foreigu Bible Socicty. 
The period cannot be contemplat- | 
ed by Christians without sacred ex- 
ultation, when the scriptures shall be 
translated into every language, and) 
generally possessed by the people of 
every nation, and considerable tribe 
en earth. ‘That period, whenever it 
arrives, will form an era, from which | 
anew condition of the human family 
will receive its date. In this condi: 
tion will be found a new set of moral 
relations existing between the dif- 
erent individuals who compose the | 
same, and the communities formed | 
by different nations. The tie of’ 
onion which will hence be supplied | 
to the various portions of the human | 








tamily, who difler as much in moral, jin 


as in their local charaeteristies, will 
tend more eflectually to the presery- 
ation of peace, and to secure an im- 
proving and triendly intercourse, than 
the most perfect political regulations, 
and the best adjusted commercial 
systems, ever known. Among the 
people of Protestant christendom, 
however distinguished in other res- 
pects, there already exists a select 
community, who meet, unite, and 
sympathize together, in the sublime 
reyion of a common faith, a common 
charity, and a common interest. 
Without any personal knowledge of 
each other, the different members of 
this society, are substantially united 
in one great moral body, pursuing 
the same object, exerting ihe same 
fluence, and ready, 


whenever the. 


tg 
' 
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mewis of a mutual and general inter- 
course shall be afforded, to combine 


their strength m the advancement of 


any great object of benevolence 
which Divine Providence may pre- 
This delightful moral pheno- 
menon is annually exhibited in’ the 
between the Bible 


seni 


correspondence 
and Miss onary societies of Great 
Brituun, America, Protestant Ger- 


taany, and Switzerland, and several 
i > +! . . . is 

of the northern countries of Europe. 
The « sentiment which ani- 

miates this numerous body of chris- 


commen 
tian yhal votiis pists, is not to be ma- 
ed by national diver- 
rt nion Whiehitcements 
dissolved even by the most 
The 


moral history ob hurope and America, 


terimadiv im: 
Salies 5 ¢ ie 
‘ ’ 
Lt tie 


! F f*. ! 
viglent political combuastions, 


for the last fifteen years, aflords a 
remarkable contirmation of this fet, 
All this 1s to be referred to the in- 
finonce of the s1 rei scriptures and 
it ois a most encouraving considera. | 
tion, equally confirmed by experi-| 
ence, and the nature of the case, 
thet the Dible cannot be cgeneratly 
possess¢ doand understood, withou 
produce these citeets, Pheyv ap 
here partieulorized 
Tn a rt, | t ii Vi 
s1bi mee) } Vag 
every where bivitevny iises cdi ny- 
tron of the werd of 1. bey oneht 
and, af men wonld set eopsiet thy 
with thie iv ON mh Preal ions, they 


would operate to remove the pathy, 


and disarm the hostiityv of 
while ia 


bible cause, 


lorp . mena 
Hierent, or opposs d 


friend) to the teilect Land social 
unproven nt of the beara family. 

rom the 7th Report of the British 
md Foreien Bible Society, we ex- 
tract a general view of the opera- 
tions of that Institution for the past 
year, as contained tm a circular ad- 
dressed by the society. in May, 1820, 


So- 
and 


to the Secretarjes of the Bible 
crelies of Germany, Prussia, 
=witzerland. 
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‘+ Sixteen years have now elapsed 
‘since the British and Foreign Bible 
Society commenced us career. 18 
| object was to disseminate the Word 
of God, as contained in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New ‘Testaments, 
'without note or comment, tn various 
‘languages and dialects ; and its ope- 
rations were designed to embrace, 
without distinction ot clime orcolour, 
all the nations of the earth, ot what- 
ever religion or denomination they 
might be, so far as its means should 
(make it practicable, ‘The outward 
posture of affairs seemed very unta- 
vourable to the prosecution ol such a 
plan. ‘The spirit of open or secret ine 
fidelity had made an awlul progress ; 
war Was intro- 


While a sanguinary 
ducing desolation and unpoverishment 
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to the jj 


! i} 
nselyes to be |i 
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into almost every portion ot Europe, 
‘Yet. in the midst of these discour- 
awing circumstances, the society 
struck its roots, and its growth exceed- 
edthe highest calculation of the most 
‘as and sanwame of tts friends. 
In October, 1819, no less than 
x hondred and twenty nine Auxilia- 
Branch Societies, within the 
» dormnions, had joined the pa- 
ostitution, without including the 
Hoy district and parochial associ- 
flons. whieh exceed a thousand,.— 
form “tion of the Society, in 
1201. more than 2,950,000 copies ot 
tine | ialy Seripture’s have been issued 
from is Depository : and at to these 
ibe added 230,060 Bibles and Testa- 
“mbuted at 


Ae 


e 


L© yf 


ments, purchased and dis 
its charge in various parts of Eur @Pe: 
and astd! further number of 00,0. 
copies witch kindred institutions in 
all quarters of the globe have printed 
sand errculited, a grand total appears 
of 3,680,000 copies of the Sacred 
| Records of our Holy Religion, which, 
“as an incorruptible seed, have been 
i disseminated in the vast field of the 
World. 

* For the attainment of these ¢lo- 
‘rious results, the Society expended 
16911. in its first year, and 123,874/ 
= 
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$0 
in- its last year; andyin the whole of 


the fifteen years, the sum of 628,6 

“The number of languages and 
dialects in which the entire Bible, 
the New Testament, or some inte- 
gral books of either, have been print- 
ed or distributed, or are now printing 
or translating by the Society or its 
Auxilitries, in various parts of the 
world, amounts to one hundred and 


O87 


twenty-eight ; among which are com- || 


prised almost all the European, many 
Asiatic, some African and American 
b] 


languages, and one language of the }) 


Society Islands. The benetits which 
this abundant dispersion of the Ora- 
cles of Truth has already produced, 
and is promising in future, exceeds 
human calculation. The more boldly 
infidelity and profaneness had ratse ‘d 
their heads, the more vigorously 
have thousands among the high and 
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and glory. Blind idolaters have s>en 
transformed into enlightened wor- 
shippers of the living and true God ; 

and merely nominal christians have 

become humble and devoted follow- 
ers of their Saviour. And, duly con- 
sidering that it is God alone who giv- 
eth both to will and to do, the meim.- 
bers of the Society feel constrained 





to exclaam—.Vot unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy nume give 


glory is 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


OBITUARY. 


Died, on the 23d ult. in this city, Mrs. 
CATHERINE MACDANIEL, v ifeof GEORGE 


MACDANIEL, Esq. aged thirty-seven years 








low, monarchs and subjects, the 
learned and illiterate, rallied around 
the standard of the Bib le, and again |) 
vowed allegiance to its divine author. 

A bond of sacred union now connects, 
more closely than ever, 
of the many diversified religious per- 
suasions. Without renouncing their 
peculiar views, or forsaking their re- 
spective communicns. they Jeara to 
tolerate and love one ayother: their 
combined exertions erfect what thes 
never could have éparately accom- 
plished: and th 2. a connected chain 
of communic~gen and: rec iprocal | 





Christians 
reer. A bs 
ogizinge 





service is “orming, which cannot but t 


operate inthe most beneticial manner | 
on.t%e common cause of Christianity. 
‘Par from intefering in political 
affairs, the Society cherishes a spirit 
which is favourable to the principle of | 
subordination, obedience, and peace. 


By its instrumentality, thousands of | 


the cottages of poverty have been} 
enriched with the inestimable trea- 
sure of the Word of God, which has 
instructed the ignorant, converted 
ihe sinful, comforted the afflicted, 
and filled the dying with the most 
cheering prospect of everlasting life 





[In giving a place in our pages te 


| ” 
the record of hercharacter and death, 


iit is not intended so much to pay the 
ithe tribute of alle ‘ctionate regard to 
her memo! y.us to aflord instruction 
‘to others, by noticing seme of the in- 
lcidents of her religious life, and the 
fhappy termination of her earthly ca- 


The common practice of eu- 


the dead, without regard to 
rcheious werth, is fraught with the 
imost baneful consequences to the 
ibest interests of society, and to the 
| prosperity that rehgion without 
iwhich not only is all hope of Heaven 
vain, but es pertaining to salvation, 
every excellence without exception, 
of no value im the sight of God. 
However estimable in human lite 
jimay be these trans of character ia 
which benevolence, kindness, and 
hospitality shine conspicuous, vet in 
respect to ihe great concerns ot 
‘the soul, witheut an interest in the 
latening blood of Him who died ow 
Calvary, they ave but the lovely fea- 
i tures of a lifeless corpse, destined to 
perish in the grave. ‘The man whose 
heart is not mght inthe sight of God, 
and none cay be right who has not 
experienced the regener ating iniiu- 
ence of the Lioly Spirit. however 
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lughly he may decorate his person, 
wid clothe himself in costly robes ; 
however greatly he may contribute | 
to the happiness of society, and 
spread around him in rich profusion 
the blessings of social lite, he os yet 
an enemy of God, a child of wrath, 
ond destined to the bottomless prt. 
Hlence, in our appeals to posthumous 
fume for the purpose of teaching 
prankind, as well iy ex imple as pre- 
vept, the value of genuine piety, the 
mportance of rightly discrimimating 
between true and specious velieine. 
and of holding up to view those char- 
acters only, who are the trends 
God as well as mankind. Itos true, 
that in some instances where muni 
ficent liberality has been displayed, 
vr active exertions put forth in the 
great cause of human happiness, and 
the prosperity of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom; while lively gratitude is 
due to such benefactors of mankind, 
ii may not be improper, for the en- 
couragement of others. still to no- 
tice them in the restricted sense in 
which religion estimates those works 


which are not the fruit of fiath. Bat, 


wgeneral, it is no doubt far better to 
bury with themin the same grave, 
the memory of those whom we have 
reason to apprehend have gone down 
to eternal death. The following re- 
latton is extracted from the discourse 
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Hawley 
on the oecasion of her death. | 

The bright example of our de- 
parted iriend, in many particulars 
of her christian life, is well calculat- 
ed to edify and build up believers tn 
their most holy faith, Her illness 
was long protracted, and of the most 
distressing and painful nature. Pos- 
sessing naturally a good constitution, 
and tor many years having enjoyed 
vivorous health, it Jioge the Lord 
tv appoint for the trial of her faith 
and patience, a Joad of | severe and 
accumutated afflictions seldom expe- 
rienced, 

\hoout three years preyious to 











her sickness, she publicly confessed 
her futh in the Saviour of sinners, 
| by uniting herself in communion with 
He 
| 


f 


the church . During that period, al 
lthougb the mantfestations of divine 
imerey to her soul were neither so 
strong in her convictions of sin, nor 
so lively in her love of holiness, as 
sche often ‘xpressed a desire that 
they mignt be, yet in general she 
walked consistenity with her chris- 
flan protessions, Previous to her 
union with the ehurch, the world 
had principally engrossed her atten- 
fon. 

‘Happy in the possession of the 
love and tender regard of a kind and 
| ectionate husband, and surrounded 
iby an interesting famuly, wath joytul 
| anticrpations she looked into future 
| Years tor the consummation of. her 
jearthly bliss in the happiness which 
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her domestic circle so tlatteringly 
promised to increase and perpetuate. 
i Insofar, therefore, as the world was 
concernedin rendering her contented 
and satished with her condiion, and@ 
ishe had but little or no other anxiety, \ 
hall her wishes were in a great mea- 
sure gratified. ‘The folhes and vani- 
ities of life exerted thew powerful 
influence in drawing off the mind 
from serious reflection, and{rom the 
contemplation of those things which 
are unseen and eternal. She sur- 
' rendered her beart to their fascinat- 
ing power, and, as far as was consist- 

ent with her circum:tances in life, 
and the moderate competency of her 

J resources, indulged in them without 
anxiety or remorse. Days of fes- 
tive revelry and nights of thought- 
less gaiety, had, in the circle of fash- 
ionable lite, often consumed much 
of her prec ious time, without one 
thought of heaven or of hell, or any 
efforts to obtain the one or avoid the 
other. ‘The incense of morning 
prayer or praise from the altar of her 

heart, seldom or never ascended to 
‘the merey-seat, from whence the 
| pardon of sin is obtained : nor did the 
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evening shades bear witness to the 

voice of her thanksgivings to the 

throne of the Eternal, from whom all} 
her blessings flowed. Indeed, like 

all those who are devoted to a vain 

and sinful world, who are ‘ lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God,’ 

she lived as many of her surviving 
companions can testify, in the prac- 
tice of many social virtues, yet with- 
out God in the world. 

* But notwithstanding this, O, as- 
tonishing mercy! God had thoughts 
of good. and not of evil, towards her. 
Although unworthy of the least of bi- 
mercies, ; 
velling with basty steps towards the 

recipice of everlasting destruction, 
it pleased the Lord in the exercise of 
his sovereisn grace, to arrest her 
mad career, and by means of his 
preached word, to interest her heart 
in the great concerns of her everlast- 
ing peace, 

** With the ‘little flock’ with whom 
she wa- united in christian fellowship, 
and connected in the best of bonds, 
by the love of him who laid down 
bis lite for his sheep; she regularly 
presented herself at the table of the 
Lord, and received from her pastor's 
hands, the symbols of the body and 
blood of her once crucified but now 
risen and ascended Lord. 

** But the time was hastening on, 
and soon arrived, when the portent- 
ous cloud of adversity, in awful black- 
ness hung over her dwelling, for a 
season disturbed her peace, and 
greatly marred all her religious com- 
forts. Her eldest son, about fifteen 
years of age, naturally endowed with 
a good rind, and rapidly improving 
it in the attamment of useful know. | 
ledge, sickened, and soon exhi-| 
bited strong mdications of decline. | 
The anxious solicitude of a fond mo- | 

ther in behalf of her first-born, who, | 
it was apprehended, would soon be) 
eut down in the morning of his days, | 
and like the tender flower, wither 
under the blasting stroke of disease, 
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and with the maltitude tra- 
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called forth the continual exercise of 
that faith and patience which chris- 
tianity, to those who rightly embrace 
it, seldom or never fails to inspire. 
She saw, and realized the hand of 
God in this afflictive dispensation of 
his Providence, and murmured not. 
« The period of afew months hay- 
ing elapsed, the rod of the Almighty 
iwas extended to her more severely 
than before. A short confinement, 
and partial recovery, was soon fol- 
lowed by a@ raging fever, which 
brought her very low. ‘The com- 
forts and consolations of religion were 
now the joy of her heart, and tn the 
exercise of prayer and praise, she 
seemed to revive and gather strength, — 
and often expressed great satisfaction 
in thus communing with the God of 
her salvation. With patient resigna- 
tion to the will of her divine master, 
she considered this chastisement to 
be needful for her growth in grace, 
and owned it to be just and right. 
‘he tender infant whom she had so 
recently borne into the world, whose 
helplessness so much required the 
| fostering care of maternal solicitude, 
being thus deprived of that natural 
support which heaven designed for 
that early stage of existence, caused 
her bowels to yearn in compassion 
for the little sutferer. 

* Th the inscrutable ways of God, 
her spiritdal adversary was permit- 
ted to buffet her, by casting a dark 
cloud over her mind, and by depriv- 
ing her of those spiritual comtorts 
which had hitherto been her chiet 
support. She became “deeply im- 
pressed with the belief that she had 
unhappily deceived herself respect- 
ing her spiritual state with God, had 
eaten at the Lord’s table unworthily, 
and that her sins were past forgive- 
ness; and not having experienced 
those clear manifestations of divine 
love to her soul, and that full assur- 
nee of faith which some christians 
‘re privileged to enjoy, she conelud- 
ed that God had given her over to an 





























ond Or 
‘Ve a e 


obdurate heart and reprobate mind I 
' 


mad that already th aoor of mercy! 
' 
. . } P i 
wus for cver < lors a il tL ie 1} 
i } ! 
er everlasting condem ys i| 
} ’ ' ’ ' 
mn heaven Cnder t LTD pos 
i 
shanh ; } ’ 4] , | ! 
Wica shHebl CNEPTCISEeS O1 fT hiked aid 
ealeulate !to produce, she sunx into} 
getae of «| sp it thas i ayy i iti 
' ‘ 
jt Ol ftieaven ved Tacepopoitae ny } 
i 
Pm 1} ' } 
hie Orive When spo iy ) lt 
) t “ols | ey +1 
“illrye L@i Feit , Bie \ 1) ial 
| ' ’ 
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pemtent sinner she reyected wath 
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were not untended tor her. 
bible she retused to hear read 


preseus e. and would wot suther I t 


pasior to ofler up hes pravers tn hei 
behalt. i 


On one occasion his teclines 
were put to the severest fest: he 


saw before him, ona bed of langurish- | 
ing, one to whom he had often ad- | 
| 
ministered the bread of life, and tn! 
whose sincerttv he had cherishes 
undoubted ou kt ene sses at aniy & ' 
WNUGOUDLEG COHMAeCHNEe, WO’ QIV Fe 
. . - ! 
rectihng the ¢ onsolation of the gospel | 
. a } . . oe a | 
md toallappearance vielding to thie 
iT} Tue noe < t the erent cel ye ‘i \ 
fers yusd, beunt als ) refusing bette CVveh 


the consvlatory privilege of 

at her bed-side ana HaplorMmg meres 
on her desponding soul. Un tins pain- 
jal situation, with feelings of minch | 
anxiety, the only a! 


t esetare 4 P . 
ims Was, to retire to a remote cor- 

an See m ae ee at 
of her sick chamber: md there | 


pour out his heart in earnest suppl 
the God otf all merey that! 


he would be pleased to interpose hi- 


cation to 
saving might and rescue this despair- 

from the un- | 
hatlowed possession of the prince of'|! 
But all efforts, for a sea- |j 
on, proved unavailing. What with 
the anxieties of her mind drinking up | 


mye child of his erice 


harkness, 


her spirits, and the ravages of the | 
disease upon her body, she soon be- 
came very weak and fee 
‘ Atter remaining in this unhaps 
state a few weeks, she was remoy 
info the country. But previous to 


ie. 
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2 ‘parture, 


Will hy haved 


the stern désparr 


preyed upon her mind 


rh wavy and was sueceeded bry a 
i! Vi miline 5 I) rdering oli hope, 
: a | pathy her hope revive d, her 
curs end doubts were dispersed, and 
soon alter ber return home, she en- 

! ; 


her and more 


Tira Teiitage 


transport 
' 


love than she 


had ever done betere. tothe tan 
mee of one who had himsell prt sed 
throveh stmarbor buat tar eveater triola, 


el whose tile as oa wonder to the 


is al bled 
iristlan world, she was @uabled to 
ee Jia! not the Lord by teeble sense, 
* But trast hin for his grace 
ee Eh i Woibed provietenuce 


he | eartal isttts, fresh courage take ; 
* "bhe clouds ye so much dread 
* Are } ith merev, and shall break 
** Ju blessings on your head 
** Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
** And sean his works in vain, 
** (rod is bis Own interpreter, 
* Aud he will make it pl rin.” 
* The smiles of the divine fivour 
' + . TTT he = . 
having returned to ber lore distract 
} ne ey _s : } 
edomind, and tilled ber heart with un 
! }} 7 
: whle povs. she was well prepar 
( tO thi tre event Wich ' riol 
! ! 
BOM 4 
R 7 ot ole, 
* Phe son. whose sickness and de- 
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bine Gitts bec menhoned, er 


tos tuderthe disease. The worm 


hadevidently been gnaw ge ari t Mm Poo 


tdite., and caused the blush of you 


Gilike 


7. 
i 
and ot health to tide into den 
tor some 


days a lively faith un his Saviour, and 


pileness. After manifesting 


expres=ing a wish to depart and be 

il * le oh ine al 
witlt hrist, he suadenly Cxpired 
Wath holy resivnation she sitemtiy 
bowed to this mandate fromthe skies, 


' 
ana tlie 


regret, alter Wiping away the falling 
| 


whieh the sight of him called 


Wilrotut expression of One 
‘ 


{6 ys 


ti 
rtm, amid takin leave of his cold 
matus, sealing her last tarewell 
vitha hiss, she saw him borne away 
adhe OHsbitti i iV f iby erave, () 
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the dav of his interment, she re- !confined in its tenement of clay, and 


quested that, on the Sunday tollow- || to 


siy¥-— 


me, a sermon might be preached |)“ [feel this mud-walled cottage shake 
é 66 Ayel | ‘ e it tall 
from the words cp los: sedarethe deal | An long to see i fail, 
ee * That Liny willing Hight imay tal 
Who die in the Lou and An t ; ul Po Him who is mv all. 
: 
{ ’ for ‘ mM WHI , } t : 1 
ith: TAPE I ac ve i *' : * Burdened and yroaning taecn no more, 
itis found. nite vi rend lor the se- | * My rescued soul shall sing, 
o- 1} . | 
cond lesson, and also that the ? mish = Ae up toe shining path I sear, 
t] ‘ P nn demu | thy a 9 
hymn should be sune, vitiiout the | ** Death, thou hast iost thy sting. 
organ. Circumstances, however, at,“ ina tew days after, she was sum- 


that time, prevented a co aphance | moaned hence to unite with all the 
with this request - and, ils her OW] redecine ul of the Lord in celebrating 
dissolution appeared near at frmd, it | marrive supper of the Lamb, 

' dav belord h oy de i lure, she 


i 

was thought advisable to postpone if) ¢ 
Healled alf tie mombers of the family, 

l those friends who were present, 


untilafier her death.  ilis dopartrre 
rer pur- fp and Uh 
foi to her bed side, and embracing each 


pose of completely separating her 
ind thema long and 


tue 
fections from every thing earthly.) on part 
and fixing thera entirely upon hire |{ final irewell; in doing which she 
who is the chief amone ten thousands flexbibied the utmost composure of 
and altocether lovely.  tler dectine | mand an : be tient resignation to the 
| }ehe ops villof her heayvouly fither. In tak- 


Was now more rapid, and she epee ; 
her husband, tor whose 


uo 
“* 
' 


scemed to accomplish 


ed fast ripeniug tor the kingdom ot jing leave ot 
heaven, lunmveriitves kindoess and attention 
* On Sunday, the 9th, perceiving | durin: her itliess, she had otten ex- 


her end drawing near, i oressed much thankfulness, she ear- 
edoan earnest desire, onee iiore jaestly entreated him to think serious- 
while on carth, to commemorate the j dy et relieton, aud to prepare to meet 
dying love of her Saviour. Agree. | berina worllof bliss. ‘To the other 
ably to her request, ber pastor, te- " inemwers of the fiainily. respectively, 
( puapene lbyiareverend brotherand | she ac cod some salutary words ot 
atew other ot her  sohestonen accor ye wi adyioe, Urging them not to postpone, 
friends, assembled around her dying ‘loafuture d ty that may never arrive, 
bed. and alter uniting their prayer jj the tmporlant concerns of eternity; 
and udogting thew praises to him ipbat, without delay, to seek the Lord, 


who parchased thei redemption i) and, possible, sccure his favour 
with his own mest precious blood.) ! 


she recerved. ror the bat tiine in this 


or itt il hee too Inti e 
* Phe circumstances attending her 


world, (he memortals of her Sayvtour’s, Cissolution were such as to atlord, to 
love, that bread of lite which lives 
hevond the tomb.” The deep inte- 
resi Which all appeared to feel on the | solatory hopes, Shortly before she 
occasion, rendered the scene solemn! expired, the struggles of dissolving 
life indicated the agomies of dying na 


ture, and the paintal separation of the 


horsurviving relatives and friends, 
the most pleasing reflections and con- 


and awfully tmpressive. Her weak | 
and emaciated trame, worn down toa 
mere skeleton, seemed anxiously | 
waiting the departure of the soul,’ 
that it might lie down in the grave | 
and mingle with its kindred earth ; | 
while the soul, in the enjoyment of a} the hands of +08 dear Redeemer. 

hope full ofa glorious immortality, | Blessed in the sight of the Lord 


seemed impatient of rematning longer! is the death ef his saints.” 


‘ 


soul from the body in the moment 
ous hour of death ; but, when these 
were over, she peaceably, and with- 
oat agroan, resigned her spirit inte 
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means of insiructing the 
the ignorant, 
tion of the indiierent to ther spiri- 
tual interests, is extensiveiyv 
ing itself, not only clers3 

but many of the laity of the church. 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop, althoneh des- 
titute of all, but ave ry inadequate, 
provision for defraying the expenses 
of duties peculiarly episcopal, had, | 


yo "J ing 


' 
among the 


nevertheless, travelled and laboured ; 


in that capacity, extensively, im the 
precedipg year. 

The committee. appointed j 
last convention, to report onthe fund 
for the support of the episcopate. 
sugested a plan for raising the re- 
quisite sum, of which the following 
is an outline :— 

A committee, of four, shall be ap- 
pointed, in each congregation, to so- 
licit subscriptions to the fund ; and 
¥e port, annually, to the convention 

avery parish ehall, likewise, choose 
a Seericeer who is to remit the re- 
ceipts to a treasurer to be appoint (J 
by the convention ; who ts to vest the 
money in productive funds, and add 
the interest which shall acerue to the 
principal, until a sutlicient ; 
produced for the purpose 
plated. The convention shall s 
to the vestry of any parish, ailen | re- 
quested, its just proportion ¢ of eee 
whole sum: on the payment of w! 
that parish ts to be rel. 
from farther 
for the purpose. 

The 5th article of the constiiution 
ol the church, was so amended as to 
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by the precarious expedtent ofannual 
! subscriptions. ‘The establishment of 
libraries was |ikewise 
pressed by a new injunction on the 


~iiimmediate attention of the parishes, 


‘from 


tion, 
}, *pprove of the design of the state of 


it the }) 
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/) Scuoor at 
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ofa bishop to cher eymen ‘re cident \ 


in Marviland,”’ aad author ize <a hoiee 


from any part of f the * Protestant 
Episcopal Church ino the Disited 
Siates.”” 


It was recommended, that all the 
parishes, whose circumstances ren- 
dered it practicable, should adopt the 
principle of raising their rectors’ sala- 
ries by atax on the pews, rahter than 


i! 


} 


}' 





| siah,” 


cular mtere 


The following resolution was re- 


ported to the committee, in conse- 


iH quence ofa communication received 
convention of the state of 


the 
W Vireiota : ‘rred, for further 
the next conven- 

this convention 


and defi 
ition, to 
viz: * That 


consider 


Vircrma, to establish a theological 
Wilhamsburg in that 
ind recommend it to the patronage 
and support of the members of the 
church in the diocese.” 

The next annual convention ts to 
meet ta St. John’s church, Washing- 


ton city. 


state, 


NOTICE. 

Nieeting of the Educatiou 
of the District of Columbia, will be 
Thursday the 25th day of October, 
instant, at J1 o’clock, A. M. in St Jolin’s 
in the City of Wa The 


members tn gencral are eau aiee to be 


The Annual 
Society 
held on 
Chureb, 


ishin eton. 


g 
in their attendance, 
V. HAWLEY, Sec. 

Au Association of the Clergy from the 
two Dioceses of Maryland and Vinginia 
will also be held at the same place, 
mencing. on the Tuesday | 
231.) at which the 


netual 


ps 


con 
ing (the 


nin general are 


reced 
brethre 
invited to attend. 


A special m of the General Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episeopel Church 
of the United States, is called by the Pro- 
ner amuthy to take place in Philadel- 
th October, inst. chiefly for 
case of parti- 
the prosperity of 
ininary, under the direc- 


eeting 


rVities, 
pa a, on the 
the purpose Of considering a 
st as afiecting 
the The i logical Se 
tion of thet body. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
*Laicus;” and ** A Believer in the Mes- 


will be inse:ted; the last with the 


_ Omission of the passages which would refes 


iit to an 


| 


evxisting 
% and * W, 


controversy. ‘** H. B;” 
J. are received. he 


we a hs” 


first not considered—the second rejected, as 
too directly persoual—the last not yet ac- 
icepted for insertion. 
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